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Levy conciliatory after rift with Shamir 

— k*** Foreign Minister David Lew Mhfrtni 


r™ Mnuaer Vittiak Shamir, ayinihe to 

f»any rrfT with hs old party rival. Tlic statement 

to d ^^nces thatgrcwcrMtrf 
d^gatkm to fee KlSid peLS 

rtft/* M L L ^L fr ° m ^ role ” “ ,MBn « looking forany 

t ^, . Mr : LCTy saai. "The meeting was businesslike. It wfli have a 

w **“ *** after tomorrow. I am guided by 
tL S? essential area of our fife Sadi am 

“ t °°r After ** Shamir brushed Mr. 
Levy aside as head of fee delegation to last week's peace conference Mr 

Mr - Shamir^mied four foreign 
m v 1 ?, ^ o ember team, but none was given a major role. 
uORrclay, the ministry’s acting director-general. Yosef Hadas, left 
Jhroptly, saying Mr. Shamir showed “contempt” Cor his ministry. But 
Buggestkms that he ordered Mr. Hadas to 
“ d tt “ n! ta “ «■“ 
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Enropeaiis reaffirm support for Jordan 

BRUSSELS (Petra) — Foreign Nfinister Kamel Abu Jaber 
Monday disoBsed with bis British, German, Italian and French 
counterparts the latest developments in the peace process and 
Jordan’s relations with die European countries. The European 
minist e rs voiced their countries* appreciation of Jordan’s con- 
structive role in the region and affirmed the need to support the 
Kingdom in its endeavoma to deal with the economic situation it 
is going through. The meeting was attended by Planning Minister 
7 5ari Fariz and Jordan’s Ambassador in Brussels Tala! Sat’an Al 
Hassan. Jordan and the European Community (EC) Commission 
were doe to meet lace Monday to discuss enhancing cooperation. 
Finance Minister Basel Jaidaueh left Amman for Brussels 
Monday to join Dr. Abo Jaber and Dr. Fariz at the talks. 
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Jordan: Palestinian file opened in front of the world 

Masri: Arabs aware of pitfalls, will not allow differences in approach to exceed certain limits 
Premier discloses consultations with parliamentary blocs, says ‘results will be seen in a few days’ 

By Nerawoj Mmud approach adopted by the Arab he had launched consultations meats and will also redirect sub- 1 ' XT C 

sac Tones Soft Reporter delegations to bilateral talks with with various parliamentary blocs skfy to the more needy and away | . -•« AECfRKJi® 

the key to 
venue 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab delega- 
tions which have opened peace 
talks with Israel are aware of die 
possible pitfalls and win not allow 
the conflict with Israel to be 
turned into a conflict among 
Arabs themselves as a result of 
unilateral actions, Prime Minister 
Taber Masri said Monday. 

“It is not required that we 
should all move at the same speed 
but we cannot be divided or make 
unilateral agreements," the 
prime minis ter said. 

“There is no written commit- 
ment on those points bat a bind- 
ing political and moral one,” Mr. 
Masri said in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. 

The first phase of the Middle 
East peace conference has ended 
mostly in favour of the Palesti- 
nians and the differences in 


approach adopted by the Arab 
delegations to bilateral talks with 
Israel were procedural and not of 
substance, Mr. Masri said. 

“...The Palestinian file has 
been opened in front of the 
world,” Mr. Masri said. “The 
Palestinian performance was very 
good and so was the performance 
of the Jordanian delegation. In 
view of the internationally un- 
accepted positions of (Israel), 
there appears to be a support for 
the Arab view and in particular 
the Palestinian view,” the prime 
minister told the Jordan Times in 
an interview. 

Coordination between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian rides 
and “dealings in bilateral issues, 
whether Palestinian-Israeli or 
Jordanian-Israeli, will continue 
and will grow continuously,” the 
prime minis ter added. 

In the broad-ranging interview, 
die prime minister revealed that 


he had launched consultations 
with various parliamentary blocs 
in an effort to reconcile before 
the reconvening of the regular 
session of Parliament in De- 
cember. 

“It is premature to talk about 
the results of such contacts but 
certainly they are intended to 
prepare for the next ordinary 
session of Parliament.. .what' 
these contacts mil result will 
come out in the coming few 
days,” Mr. Masri said. 

He added his primary aim be- 
hind the recondliatoiy moves was 
to avert a crisis at this crucial 
juncture in Jordan’s history. 

On the economic front, Mr. 
Masri said Jordan was straining 
under the burden of foreign debts 
and had devised a series of mea- 
sures aimed at addressing the 
problems. 

Jordan is tyring to further res- 
chedule its foreign debt repay- 


Syria, Israel agree to meet again 


MADRID (Agencies) — Israel 
and Syria concluded a historic 
round of direct talks on a divisive 
note Monday, bat agreed to meet 
again. Hours earlier, Israel and a 
Jorctenian-Palestinian team re- 
ported progress toward serious 
negotiations 

In a milestone meeting, Syria 
overcame its hesitations and met 
for five hours with Israel late 
Sunday and early Monday. But 
both sides accused the other of 
mtranrige&cs. 

Israel said Syria would not 
badge from its insistence oh a full 
Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
territory. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Shsraa told a news 
conference Monday the Israelis 


bad been intransigent, speaking 
“empty words about peace” and 
refusing to discuss territorial con- 
cessions. He said the Israelis did 
all they could “to make the peace 
conference and the talks a waste 
of time.” 

“The Israelis as a people desire 
peace,” Mr. Sharaa said. “But 
die government is a special case. 
It is more hawkish, more intransi- 
gent than its people.” 

Syria’s chief negotiator, 
Muafaq AM, -complained that 
Israel refused to discuss the possi- 
bility of territorial concessions. 

“Although we are not at all 
satisfied, we will continue talking 
with them,” he said, adding that 
no time or place had been set. 

Lebanon's delegation met 


separately with Israeli counter- 
parts under the second phase of 
the historic peace talks, which 
opened last week. Lebanon, like 
Syria, refused to agree on a 
mechanism for direct contacts 
and indicated that bilateral talks 
might not resume for a few 
months, Israeli officials said. 

According to the Israelis, Syria 
insisted that contacts over the 
short term be made through U.S. 
intermediaries. 

The Israeli delegation, which 
was to leave Madrid Monday 
afternoon, agreed to a U.S. re- 
quest to allow complete freedom 
of movement in Israeli-controlled 
territory for members of the 
Palestinian negotiating team, 
Israeli officials said. 


Israel builds new Golan settlement 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel, 
underlining its refusal to return 
the occupied Golan Heights to 
Syria, went ahead Monday with 
plans to inaugurate a new settle- 
ment for Soviet immigrants on 
the plateau. 

The afternoon ceremony was 
only a few hours after the first 
direct peace talks between 
Israelis and Syrians ended in 
Madrid with both sides reporting 
do progress. 

Three hardline ministers in 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
cabinet said they would attend 
the official start of the new settle- 
meat of Kela. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
er?, Agriculture Minister Rafael' 


Eitan and Science Minister Yuba! 
Neeman had all openly opposed 
Israel’s decision to attend the 
U.S. -brokered Madrid peace 
conference. 

■ “Our message is still like it was 
before,” Dedi Gofer, spokesman 
for the Jewish settlers’ council on 
the Golan, told Reuters. “We are 
going to be here forever and it 
does not matter what happens in 
Madrid.” 

The settlers and cabinet minis- 
ters derided the U.S. view that 
moving Israelis and immigrants to 
the occupied territories is an 
obstacle to peace. U.S. policy 
urges Israel to trade occupied 
territory for peace. 

“Evety new settlement, every 


Jew... enlarge our grip (on the 
land),” said Mr. Neeman, whose 
Tehiya Party has threatened to 
withdraw from the government 
over the Madrid talks. 

Israel occupied the strategic 
Golan in the 1967 war and 
“annexed” it in 1981. Some 

12.000 Jewish settlers, including 

1.000 Soviets, have moved to the 
heights. 

Mr. Sharon, a settlement 
champion who greeted 36 Kela 
settlers and some 200 guests in a 
speech, blasted the Madrid peace 
conference and Israel’s agree- 
ment to participate. 

Under Mr. Sharon, 1,500 hous- 
ing units have been started cm the 
Golan tins year. 


Palestinians welcome direct talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Many Palestinians 
in the occupied territories, hop- 
ing for freedom from Israeli rule, 
Monday welcomed their first 
direct peace talks with the Jewish 
state as a step in the right direc- 
tion. 

But Muslim fundamentalists 
and Marxists in the occupied ter- 
ritories called for Pale stini a n s to 
withdraw from the peace talks, 
denouncing those taking part as 
traitors. 

“The wheel of peace has - 
started and I think it won’t stop,” 
said Khaled A1 Qidrah, former 
deputy bead of the Palestinian 
Lawyers' Union in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. “Maybe it will stall at 
times, but I think it will con- 
tinue.” 

Nabhan Khraisheh, an editor 


of the Al Fajr newspaper in Arab 
East Jerusalem, said the Palesti- 
nians bad dicided to enter the 
peace process by participating in 
the Madrid peace conference. 

“The train has started up and it 

will follow the course set by the 
United States,” he told Reuters. 
“The bilateral talks are another 
step forward in the peace pro- 
cess.” 

Israeli negotiators met a joint 
Jordaman-Palestinian delegation 
in Madrid Sunday in a first direct 
encounter focused on the venue 
and procedures of future negotia- 
tions. , . . , 

Palestinian and Jordanian dele- 
gates described the talks as good, 
but declined to disclose de tail s.- 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, eager for peace 
after four years of revolt against 


Israeli occupation, have come out 
strongly in favour the Madrid 
conference. 

At Jenin in the West Bank, 
some 3,000 people turned out for 
a rally Monday in support of 
Palestinian participation in peace 

fallrs 

There were two demonstra- 
tions in support of the talks in the 
Weft Bank dty of Nabhis, a flash 
point of Palestinian nationalism 
during the uprising. 

But hundreds of Palestinian 
Muslim fundamentalists and Mar- 
xists who opposed the talks mar- 
ched in Nablus' old city earlier, 
demanding Palestinian delegates 
withdraw from negotiations. 

The militant Islamic Jihad 
organisation issued a strongly- 

(Cootfamed on page 5) 


meats and will also redirect sub- 
sidy to the more needy and away 
from commercialisation. 

FoQowteg b a tran sa c t at the 
Interview with Mr. Masri: 

Q: How would you assess the 
Madrid phase, if we can call the 
opening ce rem ony and the ensur- 
ing bilateral talks as such? 

A: It is difficult to give an accu- 
rate assessment of the results of 
the meeting? in Madrid and the 
talks clarified its opening postion 
and its aims from the conference. 
There are obvious differences in 
positions (between the Arabs and 
the Israelis} but we cannot ignore 
that the Madrid meetings and the 
extensive media coverage as well 
as the great interest have 
reopened the Palestinian file in 
front of the world. The perform- 
ance of the Palestinian delegation 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bush: 
Hopes , 
bright 
after 
Madrid 

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE 
(Agencies) — U.S. President 
George Bosh said Monday he was 
encouraged by historic Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in Madrid that 
have “broken new ground,” but 
cautioned that the process has a 
long way to go. 

“The talks are progressing 
wen. These meetings have 
broken new ground, in effect, 
establishing a new base line for 
considering Mideast problems,” 
Mr. Bosh said aboard the pres- 
idential jet as he headed to Cali- 
fornia for the dedication of the 
Ronald Reagan presidential lib- 
rary. 

“We have a long way to go and 
interruptions will probably occur, 
bot hopes are bright,” Mr. Bush 
said. 

The Bush comments, providing 
to, reporters by White House 
spokesman Ma rim Fitzwatcr, 
came a day after Israel conducted 
separate unprecedented direct tri- 
lateral talks with delegations 
from Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
tire Palestinians. 

Those talks followed the cere- 
monial opening of the peace con- 
ference in the Spanish capital 
which also included representa- 
tives of Egypt and other Arab 
observers. 

Secretary of State James Bak- 
er, whose eight months of di- 
plomacy helped convene the talks 
sponsored by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, flew back 
from Madrid overnight and 
joined Mr. Bush on Air Force One 
for the California trip. 

Mr. Fitzwatcr quoted Mr. Bak- 
er as saying: “We’re encouraged 
that the talks took place at all. 
They were businesslike and car- 
ried off in a constructive atmos- 
phere.” 

“No one walked out in the 
conference or the bilateral. There 
is a sense of engagement now that 

(Continued on page 5) 


Tax hiked on some items, customs duty cut on others 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Monday 
announced a set of adjust- 
ments on prices of imported 
commodities and said that 
customs duty and consumer 
taxes will be increased on a 
number of commodities 
categorised as non-essential. 

According to the 
announcement, there will be 
a reduction of customs duty 
on 205 types of imported 
products tty an average of 
nearly 10 per cent. The re- 


duction covered certain types 
of vegetables, and fruits, pro- 
cessed food commodities, 
shoes, schoolbooks, auto 
spore parts and other pro- 
ducts classified as essential. 

The statement also 
announced increases in con- 
sumer tax cm liquor, chande^ 
Hera, red bricks, cosmetics,’ 
wallpaper and other non- 
fgffgiifijd and luxury pro- 
ducts. The statement said 
there wiQ be an increase in 


the prices of cigarettes at the 
rate of 50 fib per packet of 20 
cigarettes. 

Commenting on foe adjust- 
ments and increases, which 
take immediate effect, acting 
Minister of Finance Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti pointed 
out that the go v er nm ent has 
reduced customs duty on a 
large number of essential 
goods while it hiked taxes 
and customs duty on luxury 
and non-essential products. 


The price increases of 
cigarettes, the minister said, 
was deemed necessary to in- 
crease the treasury’s income 
from local revenues so as to 
cope with the re q u irem e n ts 
of expanded social services, 
which mainly benefit llmited- 
income g r ou ps. 

The 1992 budget, the 
minister added, will contain 
the largest ever allocation for 
social services in the coun- 
try’s history. 



dispute 


CfcUFkfcstUai! delegate Hahkar Abdul Shafi (left) 
takes hand with Ms Israefl counterpart Etymkhn 
ihii»w«hh after talks in Madrid Sunday. Bc tweai 


tan is Dr. Alxhd Safaun Al MqjaB, head of the 
Jordanian teas 


Jordan satisfied with Madrid talks, 
rejects Israeli contention over 242 


Jordan Times Staff Writer 
AMMAN — Jordan is satisfied 
with the coarse of the Middle 
Eas t peace c o nfere nce so far as 
well as die procedures of trilateral 
talW with Israel in the second 
phase of the conference which 
opened in Madrid last Wednes- 
day; it is also gratified that the 
Palestinian identity has been rec- 
ognised by the international com- 
munity, die chief Jordanian dele- 
gate to the peace talks said Mon- 
day. 

Abdul Salam Majah, who led 
the Jordanian side in a joint 
Jordanian-Palestnrian delegation 
which met with an Israeli team 
Sunday in the first round of bi- 
lateral talks, also reiterated Jor- 
dan’s rejection of Israel’s inter- 
pretation of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 242, which calls on 
the Jewish state to withdraw from 
the Arab territories it occupied in 


the 1967 war in return for secure 
borders and Arab recognition. 

“The only legal i nte r p re tation 
of 242 is that It applies to all the 
occupied territories not one part 
of it,” Dr. Majah told a news 
conference in the Spanish capital. 
“The principle of the madnrissi- 
bffity of the acquisition of land by 
war (b) embedded in the U.N. 
charter. This principles was dear- 
ly stated in Resolution 242, but 
selectively omitted yesterday by 
the Israeli spokesman. 

“All drafters of 242 have 
agreed that it applies to all fronts 
and not only to the Egyptian 
front as (die Israeli spokesman) 
claimed,” Dr. Majali said. __ 

Israel contends that it complied 
with Resolution 242 when it re- 
turned occupied Egyptian terri- 
tories to Egypt under their sepa- 
rate peace treaty signed in 1979 
and it is not bound to return any 


other occupied territory — the 
West Bank, including Arab East 
Jerusalem, die Gaza Strip, and 
the Golan Heights. 

The U.S. and the Soviet Union 
— co-sponsors of die Madrid 
peace co n ference — have reaf- 
firmed that the basis for Arab- 
Israeii negotiations is Resolution 
242. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Dr. Majali said the 
Arab-IsraeK bilateral and multi- 
lateral talks would take place on 
two parallel tracks rather than as 
two phases of a process. 

“The bilateral and multilateral 
talks will be held simultaneous- 
ly,” Dr. Majali said. “Maybe the 
bilateral negotiations'wfll be held 
once again after two weeks. The 
multilateral talks, which will dis- 
cuss issues of concern to the 
region as a whole, will start after 
(Cunttemed oo page 5) 


Special from Madrid 

WHERE AND WHEN would 
the next round of bilateral talks 
between the Arabs and the 
'Israelis be held? 

This question no more bewil- 
ders observers here. The answer 
is with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, they say. 

Before leaving Madrid, Mr. Baker 
met wife fee heads of all delegations 
to fee MkHe East peace conference. 
According to sources at the meeting 
the heads of the delegations told Mr. 
Baker they efid not agree on fee 
venae of the next round. The Israelis 
told the secretary they wanted tbs 
calks held in the Middle East; fee 
Arabs said they preferred Madrid. ■ 

Mr. Baker reportedly told the 
heads of fee delegations feat the 
venae and timing were no problem. 
He said he would di scuss it wife the 
Soviets and together they woold- 
propose a place and time. He ****** 
them if they wanted the talks soon 
and they aU said they did. 

Some of diem said within 10 days; 
some within two weeks wad others 
said before fee end of this month. At 
feat Mr. Baker said be wiH be ia 
contact wife them on the issue. 

Observers and analysts in Madrid 
believe the talks will be held in 
Madrid between Nov. 20-25. They 
say feat all differences over the place 
and fee liming were anticipated by 
fee U.S. They assert that fee U.S. has 
a complete perception of fee para- 
meters of a final se ttlement and that 
all tins show in Madrid was intended 
to break fee ice and remove the 
historical and psychological walk be- 
tween the Arabs and Israelis. 

They dte the preparations for the 
conference, protocols, security and 
arrangement, all of which were made 
by the Americans, an indication that 
the U.S. bad fix long been preparing 
for the “show.” 

The observers are of fee consensus 
that the American adniinistnitioa is 
very serious in fee quest for peace in 
tile Middle East. They say that Mr. 
Baker is extremely enthusiastic to pc! 
an end to fee conflict. They say the 
U-S. wants stability in the region as 
part of its perception of a new world 
order. 


Arafat positive on 
future of peace talks 


Shamir ‘proud’ of 
his terrorist past 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Monday tire Middle 
East peace conference had been 
very positive so far and be ex- 
pected it would continue smooth- 
ly with the help of tire United 
States and Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Interviewed on NBC Televi- 
sion from FLO hea dquart ers in 
Tunis, Mr. Arafat reiterated his 
confidence in tire delegation rep- 
resenting the P a l estini a ns and 
their pre fe rence that further bi- 
lateral talks with Israel take place 
in Washington, Moscow or an 
Arab capital. 

“We consider it has been going 
in a very positve way till now. We 
hope tiris will continue at tire next 
stage," he said. 

The historic meeting last week 
in Madrid, attended by Israel and 
Arab delegations including 
Jordaman-Palestinian one, was 
tire first time Israel had held 
formal peace talks with Arabs 
from the occupied territories. 

They faded to agree on a loca- 
tion for further talks, but Han an 
Ashrawi, spokeswoman for the 
Palestinian delegation, said in 
Madrid that Palestinians and 
their Jordanian co-delegates 
hoped to meet the Israelis again 
shortly. 

Asked about the future of the 
talks^ Mr. Arafat said, 
“I am' sun that it will go on 
smoothly be cause we are coordi- 
nating with our Arab brothers... 
with the whole international com- 
munity. 


“I hope that (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Shamir will fol- 
low up in the same line.” 

Mr. Arafat said he relied on 
the United States to keep the 
talks on track. 

“I am sure that we have an 
honest broker. Mr. Baker witt 
find a solution at the end so that 
we would continue in this peace 
process,” be said. 

The PLO leader expressed con- 
fidence that the agreement would 
indude a guarantee of peace for 
Israel in exchange for a return of 
tire occupied territories and a 
wi t hdraw al of Israeli military 
forces from the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“We are not asking for the 
moon,” Mr. Arafat said. 

“As we have declared many 
times, we are ready to o ffer many 
guarantees, including the supervi- 
sion of the co-chairmen of the' 
multinational forces, even tire 
American forces, to replace tire 
Israeli military forces,” he said. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
called Monday for the suspension 
of the Madrid peace talksbecanse 
of “tire danger of a new Gamp 
David.” 

“We demand an amendment of 
the course of the talks so they 
would include tire implementa- 
tion of U.S. Resolutions 242 and 
338, especially resolutions related 
to ending tire building of settle- 
ments,” tire DFLP said in a state- 
ment. 

The Da m ascus- based group, 
led by Nayef Hawatmeh, is. the 
tinrd-largest faction in the. FLO. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
publidy called a terrorist by 
Syria, said Monday he was proud 
of everything he did while leading 
tire most extreme Jewish group 
fighting in Palestine of the 1940s. 

“I have to answer him?” Mr. 
Shamir asked re p orters seeking 
bis response to Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Sharaa, who 
last Friday waved a 44-year-old 
British wanted-poster of tire guer- 
rilla commander at the Madrid 
peace conference. 

“I have always said, I always 
say — I am proud of everything I 
have done in my past,” the 76- 
year-oki prime minister said. “I 
do not disown a single step.” 

Mr. Shamir was in the triumvi- 
rate that led the terror group 
Lohamei Herat — better known 
to the world as tire Stern Gang — 
in its campaign to drive Britain 
from Palestine, which it adminis- 
tered under U.N. mandate. 

The Stem Gang, whose acts 
shocked even other Jewish under- 
ground groups, carried out the 
1944 assassination of Lord 
Moyne, British minister of state 
for the Middle East, and tire 
gumring down in 1948 of Swedish 
Copnt Bernadette, the United 
Nations peace mediator. 

Mr. Shamir, however, side- 
stepped questioning on any role 
he might have had in tire assas- 
sination in Jerusalem of Count 
Bernadette, which led tire gov- 
ernment of tire new state of Israel 
finally to s uppre ss his movement 

“I did not tell you any thing 
other than tins — that I am proud 


of what I have done and I do not 
one an accounting to anyone, and 
certainly not Mr. Sharaa,” said 
Mr. Shamir, who was in charge of 
Stern Gang operations. 

Mr. Shamir had joined the 
Irgun, another Jewish terror 
group, soon after arriving in 
Palestine from Poland in 1935. 

The Irgun spfit in 1940 over a 
proposed ceasefire with Britain, 
which was fighting Germany. Mr. 
Shamir went with tire faction 
headed by Abraham Stem. 

The group conducted assas- 
sinations and bo m bings against 
police stations, trains and govern- 
ment installations. In 1947, it 
mailed bombs to British politi- 
cians outride Palestine. 

The Stem Gang had a key role 
in a 1948 attack on the village of 
Deir Yassin near Jerusalem, 
where hundreds of P alestinian 
civilians, including women and 
children, were cut down by gun- 
fire. 

The Syrian attack on Mr. Sha- 
mir came after Mr. Shamir him- 
self assailed Syria, describing it as. 
“one of the most tyrannical 
regimes” in the world. 

The Syrian attack fed not pro- 
duce much reaction in Israel since 
the outline of the prime mimster’s 
history, although details are 
shrouded in the same secrecy as 
his decade as an Israeli spy start- 
ing in 1955, is known to most 


Mr. Shamir said Monday that 
the willingness of Palestinians 
and Jordanians to talke peace 
showed a “split” with Syria that 
was favourable for Israel. 
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France-Iran feud to be 


settled next month 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran and France 
wOl sign a final agreement next 
month settling a financial dispute 
that has dogged relations since 
Tehran’s 1975 Islamic revolution, 
die- Iranian news agency IRNA 


Mamond Vaezi, deputy foreign 
minister for European and Amer- 
ican affairs, told the Tehran 
newspaper Jomhuri Island the 
agreement would be followed by 
a protocol for political , economic 
and cultural cooperation. 

The two countries have spent 
two yean negotiating a solution 
to the dispute, stemming from a 
SI billion loan which the late 
Shah of Iran made to the French 
atomic energy commission in 
1974. 

Mr. Vaezi, who has just re- 
turned from talks in Paris, said 
the agreement would be signed 
during a visit to Tehran by French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas. 
The IRNA report did not give a 
precise date. 

France repaid a total of $%%? 
mfllkm by 1988. In addition to the 
balance, Tehran has claimed a 
further $1 billion in interest. 

Paris has daimed a similar sum 
to compensate for other contracts 
cancelled after 1979. A Swiss 
court last month ordered Iran to 
pay $716 million damages to 
three French firms, in damages. 

Mr. Vaezi said that under the 


agreement Iran’s shares in 
nance’s Eurodif, a uranium en- 
richment consortium, would be 
preserved. 

He added that more than half 
the money France owed Iran 
would be paid within 48 bcmrs of 
the agree men t being signed and 
the balance in three instalments. 
He did not give any figures. 

The Shah’s loan was destined 
for Eurodif, which was supposed 
to supply fuel for a nuclear plant 
he wanted to build. The project 
was cancelled after the shah was 
toppled. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arabs win first round of talks— Al Yom 


NICOSIA (R) — A Saadi Arabian newspaper said on Monday the 
Arabs had won the first round of Middle East peace talks and 
Succeeded in “puffing the rug*' from under the feet of Israeli 
negotiators. “By all standards the outcome of the first round of the 
peace c o n fe rence held in Madrid is in favour of the Arabs, not the 
Israelis,” A1 Yom mid in an editorial. “The main reason for this is 
that the Arab negotiator still holds the reins in his hands through 
cplm and sound discussions of the Arab-IsraeH crisis baaed ou logic 
apd reason, contrary to the Israeli negotiator who seemed 
intransigent and imbalanced,” it added. The paper said: “The 
Arab negotiator succeeded in palling the rug from the under the 
feef of die Israeli negotiator who found himself confused and 
gnable to continue a peace cfialogue.” Another Saudi ne w spaper. 
A] -Riyadh, described the opening sessions as good “because they 
gave the Arabs an effective role during the negotiations or in feeing 
journalists, including the Israelis.” 


Turkish court charges Greek ship captain 


ISTANBUL (R) — A Turkish court has arrested the Greek captain 
of .a Cyprus-registered ship on arms mraggiing charges and his 
lawyer said Monday he would seek his release. Yasar Gunaydin, 
deputy chief prosecutor of the Istanbul state security court, said 
Fanourios Dimes, master of .the 2,70(Moxme Cape Maleas, was 
charged Saturday. Twentjtfour crew from Poland, Egypt, the 
Philippines and the Maidive Jslands had been released, be said. 
Police seized the Cape Maleas and its crew- in the Bosphorus on 
Oct. 22 with an arms cargo loaded in Bulgaria and daimed by Iran. 
An Iranian presidential envoy met Prendent Turgnt Ozal last week 
but failed to win the vessel’s release. Husamettin Nisand, the 
Greek captain's lawyer, said the Istanbul court was denying h™ 
access to documents concerning his client’s interrogation, but he 
would apply for his release. “The court is talking to everyone under 
the sun exc ep t me," Mr. Nisand told Renters. “They tell the press 
frfaat is going on but not me. This is absolutely disgraceful.” Turkey 
says the captain violated an international convention regulating 
shipping through the Bosphorus by not informing the Turkish 
authorities that his ship was carrying arms. 


Quake Jolts Iranian town; 20 hurt 


| NICOSIA (R) — A powerful earthquake hit the southwest Iranian 
i town of Behbahan Monday, injuring at least 20 people, the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA said. It was the third quake to jolt the 
town in four days. Geologists at Tehran University measured it at 
six, degrees on the Richter scale and put the epicentre at 580 
kilometres southwest of the capital. ERNA said quakes also rocked 
the Kbuzestan provindal capital of Ahvaz, about 200 kilometres 
Northwest of Behbahan, and the town of Izeh early Monday but 
caused no causal ties. It said several houses were damaged in 
Behbahan, about 50 kilometres inland from the northeast tip of 
Gulf. 


Brazilian foreign minister in Tehran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Brazilian Foreign Minister Francisco Rezek 
arrived in Tehran Monday with a 70-person trade delegation, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. The agency, 
monitored in Nicosia, said that during his three-day official visit, 
Mr- Rezek win meet his Iranian counterpart, AH Akbar Velayati,. 
as- well as the ministers of ofl, energy, transportation and 
agriculture. Mr. Rezek’s visit comes as U.S. inte lligenc e sources 
have warned that China has sold nuclear technology to Tehran to 
bolster a secret arms programme. Brazil is one of several countries 
believed to be helping Iran in its nuclear prog ramme 
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Baker pays tribute to 
Jordaman-Palestiniau stand 


MADRID (AP) — Here are ex- 
cerpts of the news conference by 
U.5. Secretary of Stale James 
Baker Sunday at the Middle East 
peace conference: 


X X X X 


Fareoq A1 Share* 


Paris severed relations with 
Tehran in 1987 over an Iranian 
embassy official's suspected im- 
plication in a wave of Middle East 
bomb attacks in the French capit- 


Syria 
appeared 
to relish 


Ties were renewed the follow- 
ing year after the last of three 
Frendi hostages held by the pro- 
Iranian groups were freed in 
Lebanon. 


tough role 
in Madrid 


The Madrid conference was a 
beginning. I think it was a good 
beginning. Today the parties 
haye taken another critical step, 
b eginning direct, trilateral nego- 
tiations between Israel and the 
joint Jordaman-Palestixrian de- 
legation, Israel and Lebanon and 
Israel and Syria. 

There have been and, as I have 
said before, there will be obsta- 
cles in tins process to be over- 
come, but they have not deterred 
ns until now and they do not, in 
my view, diminish the importance 
of what has happened this week. 


to be ginnin g bilateral negotia- 
tions, and I want to express 
appreciation to all those who 
have gone the extra mile to make 
these opening meetings possible 
today, particularly the govern- 
ment of Israel. 

From the initial reports I have 
received from the delegations 
themselves, I am especially 
pleased with the quality of the 
first negotiating session between 
the Israeli and. joint Jordaman- 
Palestiman delegations. As they 
told me and as their public state- 
ment made dear, they surely 
intend to proceed in a serious and 
constructive fashion and that 
gives us reason to believe that we 
realty are entering a new phase in 
the Middle East. 


X X X X 


X X X X 


Relations were strained again 
after a French judge ordered the 
arrest of an Iranian government 
official suspected of a role in the 
murder of former Iranian Prime 
Minister Shapour Bakhtiar near 
Paris in August. 

Mr. Vaezi said the final agree- 
ment would remove all bot- 
tlenecks to the expansion of bi- 
lateral ties. 


MADRID (AP) — With the 
harshest rhetoric and the most 
dogged bargaining tactics, Syria 
appears to relish its role as 
Israel’s toughest adversary at the 
Middle East peace conference. 

From retaliating to Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
attack by calling him a terrorist to 
arguing over when and where to 
start the first bilateral talks, the 
Syrian delegation attracted atten- 
tion and plenty of Israeli wrath. 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia per- 
suaded the Syrians to proceed 
with the peace process but fear 
that they have banded the Israelis 
an advantage by their obstinacy. 

“The Syrians succumbed to the 
trap Shamir put for them and are 
fi ghting every inch, every mi- 
nute,” said Tahseen Beshir, a 
former spokesman for the Egyp- 
tian government and now a poli- 
tical analyst. 

“The Syrians have become 
tainted in a negative way in the 
eyes of the West because of tins 
position, but do not fcxget they are 
also being considered as positive 
in the eyes of tire Arabs,” Mr. 
Tahseen said by telephone from 
Cairo. 

The joint Palestinian-Jorda- 
nian delegation unnecessary 
dashes and were the first to sit 
down for bilateral talks with the 
Israelis on Sunday. 

Throughout various disputes, 
the Syrians pointed to tire Israelis 
as the real obstacle. 

“We have come here for peace. 
We shall continue to work for 
peace out of our feith in tins ' 
peace,” Foreign Minister Farouq- 
A1 Sharaa told tire conference. 
“However, Israel would be 
gravely mistaken were it to inter- 
pret this Arab response as a 
licence for it to perpetuate its 
instransigent stands within tire 
confere nc e or any of its commit- 
tees.” 

Syria's stance exten d ed even 
to news confe re nce s , where Mr. ! 
Sharaa refused to answer qnes- | 
tions from Israeli journalists. 

Since Egypt broke ranks with 
tire Arabs in 1979 and signed the 
Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty, 
Syria has been at the forefront of ! 
the Arab drive to liberate tire 
occupied lands. 

It was one of the last Arab 
countries to restore diplomatic 
ties with Egypt, in 1989. When 
tire United States launched its 
efforts in March winch culmm- 
ated in tins peace con fe rence. 
Damascus was the last holdout. 

Before coming to Madrid, 
Arab delegates met in Damascus 
and agreed to the Syrian demand 
that they adopt a united position 
and that no one would go ahead 
with a unilateral peace treaty as 
Egypt did. 

That led to the last obstacle 
before Syria finally sat down with 
Israel on Sunday ni g ht — a dis- 
pate about tire location. As a 
gesture of solidarity with tire 
other Arab contingents, die Sy- 
rians insisted that their separate 
meetings with Israel should all be 
in the same place, although at 
different times. 


The major issue that we had to 
work over the weekend was 
where to hold the bilateral 
negotiations. This is still an open 
question, and it is one that will 
need to be resolved as the nego- 
tiations proceed. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union express the hope 
that the parties themselves wifl 
continue to negotiate in order to 
reach an understanding. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union intend to maintain 
our position that bilateral nego- 
tiations should be face-to-face 
and take place separately be- 
tween an Israeli delegation and 
each of the other delegations. 


In terms of a start I have to tell 
you that I was very pleasantly 
surprised by the feet that they 
met as long as they did, in fact 
that it was two sessions and 
generally with respect to the re- 
ports that I received. 

1 regret the feet that I have not 
been able to receive reports from 
the other delegations ... I have to 
tell you that I think that a lot of 
what the Palestinian representa- 
tives' had to say at the confe r ence 
was well received in many places 
around the world. The talk* be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians 
have realty gotten off to a better 
start, frankly, than I would have 
expected. 


X X X X 


X X X X 


I want to take special note of 
the steadfast commitment of tire 
Jordaman-Palestinian delegation 


We intend to stay fully en- 
gaged, as fully engaged as we can 
and for as long as we think the 
parties are serious about peace. 
And for the moment I think they 
are serious. 


Conference organisers keep 
careful watch for offensive del 


MADRID (AP) — Organisers of 
the Mideast peace conference 
combed negotiating rooms for 
offensive images and even col- 
ours that might offend the partici- 
pants, removing a tapestry that 
showed a Spanish long standing 
on the head of a Muslim warrior. 


“We wanted to make sure that 
there were no flags or emblems, 
or even colours, that might be 
taken badly .by the parties,” said 
an Amerteari involved in organis- 
ing the conference. 


1 The U.S,-, Soviet' and Spanish 
co-sponsors even debated the col- 
our of the table doth — off-white 
— to make sure it neither 
favoured nor offended the 
Israelis or Arabs. 


They removed an offensive 
tapestry from one room, and 
carefully checked another in tire 
main hall and found that although 
it showed the Greek god Bao- 
dms, it did not depict his favourite 
beverage, wine, which might 
offend tcatotalbng Muslims. 


The second-biggest expense 
was the press centre, expected to 
ran as high as S5 million, some of 
which might be defrayed by 
assessments against American, 
Japanese and European news 
organisations that required large 
blocks of space and many of the 
60,000 telephones installed dur- 
ing for the meeting. 


The catering service for the 
press centre was not so careful, 
serving bam to Jews and Mus- 
lims, both of whom shun pork. 


Spanish officers 'weren’t sure 
they wanted to bill foreign media, 
which provided plenty of public- 
ity for the Sommer Olympics in 
Barcelona and exposition in 
Seville next year. 


Pork was the main component 
in most of the estimated 123,000 
sandwiches gobbled over five 
days tty journalists, organisers 
and security workers who roamed 
through the press centre at Mad- 
rid’s trade fair hall, said Vincente 
Clemente, a spokesman for the 
Riesgo Cold catering service. 


“No matter bow much it costs, 
it wOl be cheap advertising,” said 
Francisco Robles, Spanish gov- 
ernment director of information 


For breakfast, they daily ate 
3,500 croissants and other rolls, 
and daring the long days and 
nights, guzzled 6,000 litres of 
coffee and 7,000 cans of soda. 


After the opening speech last 
Wednesday by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, his compat- 
riots kept a low profile. So low 
that few people noticed when 
Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 


Robles predicted that the re- 
latively smooth logistics of the 
conference could boost Spain’s 
image around the world. 

The worst logistical glitch 
seems to have been the inclusion 
of the word ‘'international” on 
signs and accreditations to the 
conference. Israeli objected, in 
part because it implied U.N. 
sponsorship. 

The Spanish organisers dipped 
the offensive word from the top 
off nearly 6,000 press credentials, 
and applied tape and paint to 
signs with the logo. 


Palestinians 

seeking 

fresh 


image 


MADRID (AP) — Life has 
changed dramatically for Sadr 
Erekat, one of the Palestinian 
negotiators who argued the case 
for his people in the direct talks 
with Israel. 

“We told our stray. No people 
in this century w ere as misin- 
formed about and discriminated 
against as the Palestinians,” he 
told reporters as the hikoric 
Madrid conference drew to a 
dose. 

The Palestinians sat face-to- 
face with the Israelis Sunday, and 
a statement issued by the Israelis 
and a joint Palestinian- Jordanian 
team called the talks 
“busmesslike” 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker hailed the Palestinian 


“1 have to tell you that I think 
that a lot of what the Palestinian 
representatives bad to say at the 
co n ference was weQ received in 
many places around the world,” 
Mr. Baker told rep o r ter s before 
heading home. 


Pankin left on Saturday night, 
before the second phase began. 

As co-sponsors, the Soviets 
were expected to bear at least 
part of the cost. But U.S. officials 
said they expected the expenses 
to be divided between the Amer- 
icans and Spanish eo-sponson. 

“If the Russians give us a token 
SI 00, we’d be happy,” said one 
official, who did -not want to be 
identified. 

. The major cost was a force of 
12,000 police and sokfiers who 
permeated Madrid, many equip- 
ped with bullet-proof vests and 
automatic weapons. 


The conciliatory tone of the 
professors and physicians who 
made up most of the Palestinian 
delegation could change the im- 
age of a people whom the Israelis 
have blamed for much of the 
violence in die region. 

to his opening speech, the head 
of the Palestinian delegation. Dr. 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, dropped de- 
mands for immediate statehood 
and said Palestinians would agree 
to a t ransi tional period of self- 
nde. 

The Palestinians “managed to 
give a human face face to the 
Arab position, refuting the Israeli 
extremism of (Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir ...” said a fra- 
mer Egyptian government 
spokesman. “They were very suc- 
cessful.” 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Ha nan Asbrawi seemed elated at 
her farewell news conference 
Sunday, thanking the media for 
“relaying our narrative to the rest 
of die world and for allowing us 
to speak out for ourselves, actual- 
ly, for die first time in our his- 
tory." 


Although Dr- Erekat did not 
take part in the Sunday session, 
which was devoted to discussing 
the time, place and agenda of 
subsequent meetings, he said he 
would be back on the team when 
the Palestinians discuss substance 
with the Israelis. 

The progress made in Madrid, 
said Dr. Erekat, “was a very 
sm al l step, a centimetre in a trip 
of 100 kilometres. But at the 
same time, it is a very, very 
important step.” 


“We are sitting and we are 
addressing each other. That’s im- 
portant,” he said. 

“When I was packing my lug- 
gage in Jericho, I looked at my 
wife and twin daughters and said 
to them, the only thing I am 
afraid of is that I will never be the 
same person," Dr. Erekat said. 

The negotiations wBl demand 
most of his time, he said, and wiD 
keep him away from his job as 
professor of economics at A1 Na- 
jah University in the occupied 
West Bank. 

Bat some things are not chang- 

But some things are not chang- 
ing fast enough for Erekat. 

“I can’t describe how it feels -to 
live under occupation. I can’t 
explain bow it feels to live in 
constant fear.” he said. 
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Afghan 

king 

stabbed 
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turn 




in Rome 


ROME (AP) — A man posing as 
a journalist repeatedly stabbed 
die former Wng of Afghanistan at 
bis home in Rome Monday, pofine 
said. 

Mohamad Zahir Shah, 77, suf- 
fered multiple wounds, but the 
hospital where be was being tre- 
ated said be was out of danger, 
according to the press office of 
die carabinieri, Italy's paramilit- 
ary police. 

The former king has been liv- 
ing in exile in Rome since be was 
overthrown in 1973 while in Italy 
for medical treatment. It has fre- 
quently been suggested that he 
played a role in a transitional 
Afghan government that may one 
day end his nation’s long rivfl 
war. 

A carabinieri spokesman said 
the assailant, identified as Jos 
Santo Paolo de Almedia of Portu- 
gal was arrested immediately - 

It was not immediately known 
why he attacked the exiled for- 
mer king. 

Afghanistan President Najibol- 
lah has reptcatedly offered tbe 
former monarch a position in his 
government, but the offers were 
refused. Tahir Shah's nam e has 
surfaced in connection with a 
peace settlement, possibly to 
bead a transitional government 


- 

r? >■• • - 

■ - •i--: ' 


that could pave the way for elec- 
tions. 

The former monarch and his 
family, stripped of their Afghan 
citizenship after the communist 
revolution of April 1978, live in a 
villa ODtside Rome. Afghanis - 
tan’*; government restored their 
citizenship in August. 

Zahir Shah was overthrown by 
his cousin Mohammad Daoud. 

Mr. Daoud abolished the 
monarchy and instituted constitu- 
tional measures that many 
Afghans believe led to the revolu- 
tion, the 1979-1989 occupation by 
the Soviet troops and 13 years of 
war with the U.S.-backed guerril- 
las. 

The Kremlin withdrew the last 
of its 115,000 troops in February 
1989 but continued to provide 
weapons, ammunition and other 
supplies to help Afghan forces 
battle the U .S. -backed guerrillas. 

The United States and tbe 
Soviet Union announced in 
September that they would halt 
weapons shipments to aU warring 
parties, beginning Jan. 1, in an 
effort to encourage a peace settle- 
ment. 


Palestinian delegate defies 
Israelis with his keffiyeh 


The Palestinians’ p rogress was 
not perfect. Tbe Israelis objected 
to a statement by Dr. Erekat 
before the conference that he 
represented the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), mad 
they were put off by the black- 
and-white checked kaffiyeh scarf 
he wore at the opening of the 
conference Wednesday. 


MADRID (AP) — For Saeb 
Erekat, a black-and-white check- 
ed keffiyeh around his neck was a 
defiant symbol of the Palestinian 
nation he wants to see estab- 
lished. 

For the Israelis, who already 
had misgivings about his parti- 
cipation in the Mideast . peace 
conference because of his alle- 
giance to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), it was like 
waving a red flag. 

A bearded professor of politico 
al science from the West Bank. 
Mr. Erakat looks much older 
than his 36 years. He is one of the 
Palestinian-Jordanian delega- 
tion’s more hardline members. 

However, be is not as extreme 
as some Palestinians who reject 
the peace process and threaten to 
blow it up. 

He had caused a furor even 
before the conference began 
when be said the PLO chosen tbe 
Palestinian delegation. Israel in- 
sists it will not negotiate with tbe 
PLO. 

Israeli officials even hinted 
they might consider pulling out of 
tiie conference if Mr. Erakat re- 
mained. To smooth things over. 
Palestinian leader Faisal Husseim 
issued a statement complaining 
about unauthorised comments by 
Palestinian delegates. 

The latest Erekat-inspired stir 
was provoked by his dress. 

“I am realty surprised that this 
keffiyeh that is a symbol of peace 
and love and Palestinian culture 
provokes (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir,” Mr. Erekat 
said. 

“This keffiyeh is worn all over 
the occupied Palestinian land. ... 
a symbolism of my nation, and if 
this provokes them, they really 
need a lot of reconsideration and 
rethinking.” 

Now he says the Israelis do not 


want him in trilateral talks that 
were to begm Sunday. “They 
won’t enter a room if Tm in 
there,” Dr. Erekat said in an 
interview, adding that he had not 
decided whether to attend. 

“I don’t want to be tbe cause 
for blowing up the peace confer- 
ence, and on the other hand, I 
refuse the Israeli policy of impos- 
ing and dictating on us its trams,” 
be said. 


“I approached someone Jxom 
the Israeli delegation ... toshake 
his hand, and he said, ' tyou 
embarrass me,’ and he ran 
away." 

Palestinians considered the for- 
mal opening of the peace confer- 
ence a start, but "the real nego- 
tiations and test of intentions 
starts tomorrow," Dr. . Erekat 
said. 

At stake is the fate of 1.7 
million Palestinians in the Iaaeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Dr. Erekat is among them. 

“I am a father of four children. 
I am really scared that my chil- 
dren win grow up because I know 
if they grow up under Shamir's 
rule, he will kill them,” Dr. Ere- 
kat said. 

“We have to learn maybe how 
to live as neighbours, how to exist 

as neighbours We are offering 

a rapprochement.” 
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At a news conference late - 
Saturday, Israeli spokesman Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu did not respond 
directly when asked whether the^ 
Israelis had objected to meeting .! 
Dr. Erekat. ■ i; ' ^ f 

“The idea is not to inake pjOr- 
vdaufohs and ndt'td-ii^ce^ar - 
spectacle of this,” Mr. Necanyabn 
said. 

Dr. Erekat said his personal 
overtures to Israeli delegates at 
the conference have been snub- 
bed. 
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Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1991 3 


Race across 
desert to 
promote 
tourist sites 

A MMA N (J.T.) — Attention this 
month win be focused on tourist 
sites in the desert and archaeolo- 
gical areas of Jordan which will 
fioveas an arena for a series of 
activities, including a car rally 
organised by the El Sol Spanish 
magazine in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Axcbaertogy. 

A ministry statement said 
Monday that the series of activi- 
ties are designed to help market 
Jordan in European countries in 
general and in Spain in particular. 

The race wfll follow the so- 
called Nabat ean route covering 
all the archaeological and desert 
rites in Jordan, according to the 
mi ni stry statement 

It said that nearly SO competi- 
tors from Spain, in addition to 
unspecified numbers from Jordan 
and other countries, will take part 
hi the car rally. The progress of 
the rally will be presented daDy 
on Spam’s radio and tdevisioQ 
stations through satellite, with 
the scenes showing the various 
parts of archaeological sites lo- 
cated along the route, the state- 
ment added. 

It said the event came as a 
result of intensive efforts on the 
part of the ministry, working in 
conjunction with the national air 
carrier Royal Jordanian (RJ). 
Acting through tour operators 
and in cooperation with the 
media in Europe in the past few 
months, the ministry has suc- 
ceeded in paving the way for the 
coming events. 

The statement noted that a 
similar programme was organised 
by the Spanish magazine in 
Morocco last year. 

It said that the rally win be held 
as part of die Kingdom's celebra- 
tions of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s birthday on Nov 14. To 
pave the ground for the event. 
Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti Monday met 
with teams of Spanish journalists 
and spoke in detail about the 
to uri sm industry in Jordan, ser- 
vices offered to visitors, tourist 
projects underway and future 
plans. 



Mfrajgfra- of Energy aad Mineral Res o urces Thabet 
AJ Taber Monday di sc us s es the importance of 


-effective*? nsing the country’s natural resources at 
the opening of a geologists’ seminar (Petra photo) 


Official cites need for Jordan 
to better utilise natural resources 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
needs to double its efforts to 
exploit its natural resources in 
view of the growing population 
and the increasing requirements 
of social and economic develop- 
ment in the Kingdom, according 
to Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Thabet A1 Taher. 

While utilising die natural re- 
sources of the country, die con- 
cerned authorities should take 
into account effects on the en- 
vironment, which should be safe- 
guarded for future generations, 
said the minister in an address at 
the opening of die Fourth Con- 
ference of Jordanian Geologists 
winch started Monday. 

The conference’s title, ’’Geolo- 
gy in dm Service of the National 
Economy,” reflects the keenness 
of the Jordanian Geologists Asso- 
ciation (JGA) to fink fee utilisa- 
tion of natural resources to socio- 
economic development in Jor- 
dan, die minis ter said. 

He reviewed the natural and 
mineral wealth found in the Arab 
workf and called on Arab coun- 
tries to cooperate in their ex- 


ploitation of these resources 
through wpimny of expertise 
and information and die transfer 
of modern technology which 
should be placed at the disposal 
of developmental needs. 

Mr. Taber, who stood in for 
Prime Minister Taber Masri in 
opening fee two-day meetings, 
wished the geologists success in 
their endeavours to serve the 
national interest. 

Dr. Sami Sharif, fee Arab 
Geologists Federation secretary 
general, voiced appreciation of 
the JGA’s endeavours and prog- 
rammes designed to help bolster 
the national economy. He said 
that Jordanian geologists were 
working hard in prospecting for 
new minerals and water re- 
sources, adopting modem tech- 
nology in utilising the existing 
miner als and cooperating with 
various organisations to achieve 
fee aspired goal. 

George Haddadin, JGA presi- 
dent, told the meeting feat his 
association has been pursuing 
efforts to help the country exploit 
oil shale to produce ofl. Studies 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basina looks m Monday as officials address the audience at the 
“improving your business” seminar (Petra photo) 

Seminar addresses needs and 
problems of small businesses 


By Maha Addarf 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Chamber of 
Commerce, in cooperation 
with the Queen Alia Fund and 
the International Labonr 
Organisation (ILO), Monday, 
started a two-day seminar enti- 
tled ’’Improving Your Busi- 
ness” to rfiMMss methods of 
improving fee cottage industry 
in Jordan, officials said. 

The seminar’s specifically 
taigetted at industries that em- 
ploy less than five people mid 
which are categorised as “in- 
formal” businesses. According 
to informed sources, em- 
ployees in this type of 
businesses do not get all tbe 
•benefits that employees in lar- 
ger businesses get. 

“Industries employing five 
or more people are considered 
formal businesses so em- 
ployees there get all the be- 
nefits and rights specified by 
the labour law,” said AH Da- 
jam, a consultant wife the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“Out of weekends, annual 
leave, official holidays, sick 
leaves, severance pay and in- 
demnities, employees in infor- 
mal businesses only get their 
indemnities and severance 
pay,” be said. “We are talking 
about 70,000 industries catego- 
rised as informal.” 

According to Mr. Da jam, 
employees working in informal 
businesses, including self- 
employed people specialising 


in vocational work and hand- 
icrafts are “the most tolerant 
to burdensome work and the 
least lucky when it comes to 
rights. We must give this type 
of workers more attention and 
include them under the 
umbrella of fee social secur- 

»ty- 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Ragma, under whose pat- 
ronage tbe seminar is bang 
held, said that Jordan was 
deeply interested in giving en- 
couragement to small -sized 
income-generating projects, a 
policy which started at the be- 
ginning of tbe 1970s. In tins 
process, money lending orga- 
nisations have been offering 
soft loans and vocational train- 
ing centres have been giving 
training to people initiating 
such projects, which in turn 
promotes social-economic de- 
velopment, the Princess said. 

Concentration on such pro- 
jects is deemed essential under 
the present circumstances to 
help solve the problem of un- 
employment which, she s aid, 
has been aggravated with the 
return to Jordan by some 
300,000 people from fee Gulf 

states. , . 

To achieve that goal, social 
and voluntary organisations in 
Jordan have been concentrat- 
ing their efforts to provide 
training in new trades required 
by the local market and provi d- 
ing skills to Jordanian women 
to help them become produc- 


tive elements of society rather 
than remaning as consumers. 

Addressing fee meeting. Dr. 
Qasem Obefoat, acting labour 
minister, reminded his audi- 
ence, of the difficult econo mic 
rirannstance faring the King- 
dom. 

The minister said the world 
and the regional economic re- 
cession has adversely affected 
tbe country and its labour and 
employment sectors. 

F urtherm ore, he said, de- 
velopments in tbe labour mar- 
kets of the neighbouring Arab 
states have had their negative 
impact on tbe labour market in 
Jordan, affecting social and 
economic sectors of the King- 
dom. 

Tbe regional consultant for 
ILO, Luma Nasr, said that the 
seminar aims to create aware- 
ness as the importance of these 
informal businesses so that 
they too can benefit from so- 
cial security. 

“We hope that as a result of 
this Kuminar we ran come up 
wife ideas and suggestions to 
create long-term projects to 
develop skills that these infor- 
mal businesses are based. We 
want to sup por t this type of 
businesses by financing, so 
funding is a major issue to be 
discussed here,” Ms. Nasr 


Several working papers on 
small business-related ideas 
and suggestions will be pre- 
sented at this seminar. 


conducted by the JGA served as a 
baas for tbe phosphate, potash, 
fertiliser, cement, rock, wool, 
and white cement as well as glass 
industries in Jordan, Mr. Hadda- 
din said. 

But, be added, a number of 
obstacles impale tbe associa- 
tion’s activities largely due to the 
lack of sufficient and accurate 
information and data about 
mineral rock. 

Fire causes 

minim al 

damage, no 
casualties 

AMMAN (Petra) — A fire which 
broke out at a video cassette store 
in the Jabal Hussein area Monday 
completely destroyed the store’s 
contents but caused no casualties 
or other damage to neighbouring 
stores. 

A spokesman for the Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD) said 
that fee fire, which was apparent- 
ly caused by a short circuit, en- 
gulfed tbe whole store, burning 
all its contents. 

Two teams of firemen assisted 
by scales and cranes were rushed 
to the store, located on the fifth 
floor of the Sukama Shopping 
Centre Complex, and helped to 
evacuate tbe building. 

According to the spokesman, 
heavy smoke filled fee neigh- 
bouring rooms and offices as well 
as stores selling dofees and other 
inflammable materials. 

In one of tbe stores, large 
amounts of ammonia bottles were 
found moved to a safe place away 
from fee heat, the spokesman 
added. He said, that only dje 
contents of fee store were des- 
troyed thanks to the speedy and 
intensive efforts of the firemen, 
one of whom was overcome wife 
smoke and had to be evacuated to 
nearly hospital. 

Traffic along the main Jabal 
Hussein street was temporarily 
disrupted to make room for the 
fire engines and the fire fighting 
operations. 


Photograph exhib it 
d$pkts Gulf war 


AMMAN (Petra) — An ex- 
hibition of photographs enti- 
tled “War on Culture and 
Creativity” was opened Sun- 
day at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. The exhibition, which is 
organised by fee Jordanian 
Committee for Saving fee 
Czdtnrai Heritage in Iraq in 
cooperation wife the Jordanian 
Popular Co mmitt ee for Sup- 
porting Iraq, displays photos 
depicting the destruction of the 
Iraqi cities by the U.S.-led 
alliance in tbe Gulf war. 


Jordan says former West 
Bank Palestinians must return 


By Rasa Sahhagb 

Renter 

AMMAN — Jordan said on 
Monday it would insist that 
more than 500,000 Palestinians 
who have lived in the Kingdom 
since tbe 1967 Middle East 
war re turn to the West Bank 
as part of any peace deal. 

The Kingdom, home to 
nearly one million Palestinian 
refugees from two Arab-feraeH 
wars, also pledged to press for 
compensation for itself and 
those Palestinians who had lost 
properly during the creation of 
Israel in 1948. 

Adel Irsheid, head of tbe 
Foreign Ministry Palestinian 
Affairs Department, said the 
fate of 960,212 Pales tin i ans 
registered wife the U.N. as 
being in Jordan would be tack- 
led during tbe (bird phase of 
peace talks winch will also cov- 
er other regional matters such 
as arms control and water 

rights. 

“Regarding those who be- 
came displaced in 1967, Jordan 
will insist feat they return to 
fee West Bank to join tbe new 
political situation that will 


emerge there at the end of fee 

peace talks,” Mr. Irsheid, Jor- 
dan’s top refugee official told 
Reuters, in an interview. 

Hie U.N. figure includes 
430,083 official refugees who 
fled their homes in areas on 
which the Jewish state was 
created in 1948. The rest, those 
who came to Jordan during the 
1967 war when the West Bank 
was nnder Jordanian . nde, are 
registered as displaced. 

“Jordan will depend on 
U.N. Resolution 194 in dealing 
with the refugees of 1948,” Mr. 
Irsheid said. 

Resolution 194, passed in 
1948, says Palestinians any- 
where have tbe right to return 
or be compensated for lost 


Officials say the bill, winch 
has been gro win g in fee four 
decades since Israel was cre- 
ated, totals bflHons of dollars. 

Most officials and indi- 
viduals say tbe refugees of 1948 
would not be allowed to return 
as part of a peace settlement 
but many expect to win hefty 
compensation and stay in Jor- 
dan. 

They say Jordan itself ex- 
pects compens a tion for past 


and future health care, educa- 
tion and other services. 

Mr. Irsheid had no figures 
but said Amman would seek 
help from a U.N. unit set op in 
1950 to assess compensation. 

Jordan’s Land and Survey 
Department, be added, had 
received from fee United Na- 
tions all records of real estate 
owned by Palestinians in the 
pre-1948 boundaries of Israel. 

Palestinians are pressing for 
an independent state on fee 
West Bank and in Gaza Strip. 
Such a state would be in con- 
federation with Jordan which 
has strong economic, political 
and demographic links wife tbe' 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

The peace conference which 
brought Israel and its Arab 
foes to the negotiating table 
for the first time in 43 years 
aims at giving Palestinians 
autonomy over the next five 
years. 

Negotiations about their fin- 
al status are due to begin with- 
in three years. 

Some lawyers are catting for 
compensation for refugee’s 
real estate based on current 
market prices. 


“Property owners should be 
compensated,” said Raja’i Da-; 
jam, a lawyer and a former 
interior minister. “Those who '• 
had no real estate should also 
be compensated because they 
were uprooted and had to start 
a new life in agony in the 
diaspora.” 

Mr. Dajani said the same 
formula that was used by Ger- 
many to compensate fee Jews 
for the Nazi holocaust could be 
used. 

Many Palestinian refugees, . 
who still have keys to the 
homes they left 43 years ago in 
the hope of returning one day,, 
are taking a more pragmatic .- 
approach. 

“No matter how hard reality' 
is, I don’t think we will ever go 
back,” said refugee camp 
dweller Mousa Yousef. “But 
we are ready to stay here and 
improve our living conditions if 
we get good compensation." 

Mr. Irsheid said Palestinians 
were thronging the offices of 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees in Jordan to ensure 
they were registered as re- 
fugees. 


R J to Symposium provides forum for exchange 

inaua Urate °f information in pharmaceutical field 

^ AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates Arab economies. The minister vok 

n if A from nine Arab countries and According to Dr. Abdul Gha- appreciation of UN 

llwW I UUlt/ representatives of Arab universi- ni, the developing nations con- fee Arab Company 


Thursday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — As of Thurs- 
day, Royal Jordanian Airlines 
(RJ) will inaugurate its Amman- 
Toronto route at the rate of one 
weekly fligh t and might expand to 
two flights in tbe spring. 

The opening of fee Amman - 
Toronto route in cooperation 
w'fe Air Canada this week marks 
one more step in expanding the 
national- airline’s routes to va- 
rious comers of the world, said an 
RJ official. 

The new route manifests the 
revival of the national airline’s 
activities which witnessed stagna- 
tion and recession during the 
Gulf crisis, the official added. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Husain Abo Gbazalefa has said 
that RJ which sustained heavy 
losses as a result of the Golf 
crisis, was now ret nm in g to nor- 
mal and increasing its volume. 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh, who last 
May estimated RTs losses from 
the Gulf crisis at $100 nriffion, 
said that the airime’s operations 
are gaining momentum. The RJ 
official Monday cited fee opening 
of the Amman-Beirut and later 
the Amman-Colombo routes in 
the su mme r as signs of improve- 
ment in the airline’s world-wide 
operations. 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh, leading a 
group of senior RJ officials, 
headed Mobday for Toronto to 
prepare the final arrangements 
for tbe operating of fee new 
route. A team of representatives 
of fee Jordanian travel and tour- 
ist offices also flew wife Mr. Abu 
Ghazaleh. 

According to the RJ official, 
the new route will also help 
stimulate trade exchanges be- 
tween Canada and Jordan and 
contribute towards bringing in 
more tourist groups and market- 
ing Jordan abroad, especially as 
Toronto has a large community of 
Arab descent. . 

The official said that the 
maiden flight along the new route 
will be launched cm a Tristar 
aircraft. Ar present, the flights 
will be made on Thursday’s but a 
Monday flight might be added in 
the spring. 

The official said that tbe deci- 
sion to operate tbe Amman- 
Toronto route came after due 
studies and research on the part 
of die national airline. 


from nine Arab countries and 
representatives of Arab universi- 
ties phar maceutical indus- 
tries gathered in Amman Monday 
for a three-day symposium on 
pharmaceutical support indus- 
tries. 

The seminar is organised here 
by fee United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UN- 
IDO) in cooperation wife the 
Health Ministry. 

The main topic for discussion is 
wrapping and packaging proces- 
ses connected wife fee medicine 
industry in fee Arab world, 
according to Dr. Jaafer Abdul 
Gharri, UNIDO representative. 

Dr. Abdul Gharri reviewed 
UNIDO’s e ff o rt s to promote the 
pharmaceutical industries of the 
Arab world, which in turn contri- 
bute towards* the development of 


According to Dr. Abdul Gha- 
ni, fee developing nations con- 
sume some 20 per cent of fee 
world’s medicines and the Arab 
world, along wife other develop- 
ing countries, needs to double its 
efforts to become self-sufficient 
in medicines. Dr. Abdul Gbani 
said feat Jordan has gone a long 
way in covering a great portion of 
the national needs of medicine. 

Health Minister Mamdouh A1 
Abbadi, who opened fee ses- 
sions, underlined fee importance 
of inter-country cooperation in 
fee wrapping and packaging 
medicines and in overcoming 
obstacles impeding production 
and marketing. He said that the 
Health Ministry was taking mea- 
sures to help pharmaceutical in- 
dustries in Jordan meet the local 
needs. 


Tbe minister voiced Jordan’s ; 
appreciation of UNIDO and of ; 
fee Arab Company for Drug In- 
dustries and Medical Appliances . 
(ACDIMA), which is tbe sympo- ; 
sium’s co-sponsor. 

The minister said that ACDI- : 
MA has been o f fe r in g valuable . 
assistance to fee pharmaceutical 
industries of Jordan and other ' 
Arab countries. ACDIMA Direc- - 
tor General Muwafiaq Haddadin ■ 
said that bis company’s activities - 
are designed to help the Arab 
world attain self sufficiency in ! 
medicine production. 

Delegates taking part in tbe , 
three-day meetings represent ; 
ministries of health in Jordan, 
Oman, Bahrain, Egypt, Sudan, * 
Yemen, Libya, Algeria, Tunisia 
as well as pharmaceutical com- 
panies of fee Arab world. 


WHO calls for increasing immunisation 
campaigns against children’s diseases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
opened Monday a four-day meet- 
ing to discuss means of eradicat- 
ing d iseases and reducing infant 
and children mortality rates. 

Delegates from nine Arab 
countries including Jordan will be 
discussing a lot of diseases, parti- 
cularly those affecting children 
and mothers, and steps to inter- 
national cooperation to stem 
them. 

Jordan seeks international 
cooperation to combat such dis- 
eases and provide immunisation 
against titan, said Health Minis- 
ter Mamdouh A1 Abbadi. 

Addressing fee opening session 
of the ‘Tnter-Comrtiy Workshop 
on Epidemiological Surveillance 
for Expanded Programme on Im- 
munisation and Target Dis- 
eases,” the minister said that 
cooperation was urgent to eradi- 
cate such diseases as polio, teta- 
nus and measles. 

Jordan, the minister said, has 
made big strides in the immmrisa- 
tion programme to combat dis- 
eases through tbe national vac- 
cination pro gr am mes started in 
1979. 

Vaccination teams reach all 
areas of Jordan, providing im- 



Mamdouh Al Abbadi 

mmtisation in the course of prog- 
rammes being carried out in 
cooperation until the WHO and 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the minister 
said. He added that the two 
organisations have already recog- 
nised Jordan as one of die leading 
countries of the region in provid- 
ing immunisation coverage to fee 
largest sector of the population. 

A total of 44 specialists and 
experts are taking part in the 
workshop, which will also deal 
with matters related to fee re- 
porting and registering of infec- 
tion and methods used to combat 


polio, diphteria and tetanus 
among other killer diseases. 

Dr. Abdul Majid Hadi, WHO 
representative in Amman, read 
out a message by Dr. Hussein 
Jazairi, the WHO regional direc- 
tor, dwelling on means of pre- 
venting the spread of diseases 
through immunisation. 

The WHO has been exerting 
strenuous efforts within the cora^ 
tries of the region to deal with 
polio, tetanus, measles and other 
children’s diseases through 
nati onal progr amme s, he said. 

He added that further work- 
shops and symposiums dealing 
wife this subject should be held in 
the countries of the region to 
draw attention to immunisation 
pro gramme s 

Prince visits 
war college 

AMMAN (Petra ) — His Royal . 
Highness Grown Prince Has-, 
san Monday visited the Royal . 
War College where be was 
briefed on its activities. Prince - 
Hassan met wife students at. 
the college and members of its 
steering committee. 


a JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
21F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender 
No. 21F/91 for the design and supply of fine 
phosphate pneumatic unloading and con- 
veying systems. 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman Supply Department 
until, 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 

5.12.1991. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a nonrefund- 
able, fee of JD (35) or equal for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12:00 hours local time Thursday Dec. 

12.1991. . 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


a The Gallery 

Announcing a special season of antique 
lithographs, engravings, folio-illustrations 

and maps 

October 22-November 14 




**&&*!* 


18th. & 19th. Century prints of Palestine, Jordan, - 

the Middle East: 

Orientalist scenes 

The Gallery, Hotel Jordan Intercontinental, tel: 641361 
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Bridges will be built 


THE FIRST ROUND of bilateral talks between the Arabs 
and Israel ended on Sunday night with mixed remits. On the 
P^esttnian-Jordaniaik-Isaraeli side the first round as char- 
acterised by Dr. Abdul Salami Mqjali, the bead of the 
Jordanian delegation, were “good and business! ike.” There 
was agreement that the negotiations win be based on U.N. 
Security Council resohxtions 242 and 338; w31 be conducted 
on two tracks — Palestinian-Israeb and Jordanian- Jsraefi — 
and that the veune of the next round wfll be decided tarongh 
consultations among the parties. Each side also aired its 
reserv a tions and understanding. 

While the first round on the Paksthnan-Jordaidan-Israeli 
front went alright, it seems it was not so on the Syrian- 
Isradi front. Both sides emerged from Sunday night’s talks 
expressing frustrations. The chief of the Syrian delegate, 
Mufaq Alaf, described the talks as “a waste of time.” And 
tim Israeli chief, Yosri Ben- Aharon, said it was a “cause for 
much frustration.” One encouraging signal that came from 
both is their agr eement to meet again soon, once they 
derided where and when. 

Despite the wide gulf that seems to separate Syria from 
Israel, the Madrid peace conference and the talks have so 
far accomplished a great deal, especially on the core issue 
Le. Palestinian question. 

As Dr. Mitfali said; “The Palestinian identity has finally 
received the recognition it deserves.” 

The fact that the antagonists have agreed to talk in the 
first place, tbe fact that they met and their commitment to 
meet again are all signs that the process is progressing albeit 
with some difficulties on the Syrian-Isradi front. However, 
although dear coordination seems to be lacking between the 
Syrians on one side and the Palestinians and Jordanians on 
the other, the Syrian position must have been coordinated 
with Egypt and probably with the co-sponsors. Wide some 
observers contend that the Palestinians stated their position 
very moderately, they believe the Syrian position, that 
demands firil Israefi withdrawal from afi occupied Arab 
territ o ries before peace is negotiated, is designed to pot 
maximum pressure on Israel. No matter what maximum 
positions some of the parties declare, reports from Madrid 
Indicate that the Americans are determined to push all the 
parties towards a settlement. U.S. Secretary of State James 
Raker asserted Monday that tbe UJS. “intend(s) to stay 
faBy engaged, as tally engaged as we can smd for as long as 
we think the parties are serious about peace. And for the 
moment I think they are serious.” 

Since this is the U.S. stand and since the UJ5. holds all the 
strings in the region, the process will continue and peace 
should be within reach. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ARAB countries which went to the Madrid peace talks are 
convinced of the U.S. promises and Washington's pledges to 
implement U.N. Security Council resolutions concerning the 
Arab-Israeli conflict; the Israelis went there because they are in 
no position to anger Washington, said A! Ra’i Arabic daily 
Monday. Tbe paper said that the Arabs view tins conference as 
one for proving die American credibility and are now waiting to 
see what standard the U.S. administration is adopting with regard 
to the implementation of the international legality. The Arabs 
went to Madrid with the Golf war on their minds; tragedies the 
war was waged by the U.S. in order to implement U.N. 
resolutions, and is cahsmg sufferings to the Arab people of Iraq, 
the paper said. It said that the United States and the world 
community at large are called on to implement the international 
legitimacy where tbe Palestine question is concerned and should 
Impose on the Israelis respect for the world organisation which 
has adopted the resolutions. The paper said that as tbe Arab 
masses follow up tbe outcome of die talks in Madrid, they are 
apprehensive that the Israelis might transform the negotiations into 
a vicious circle eluding all attempts to make its leaders succumb to 
international law. Tbe paper criticised U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker for saying that he would place the blame for any 
failures on the two sides to tbe meetings. The paper said that by 
saying so, Mr. Baker seems to be paving the ground for absolving 
the Israelis from their intransigent position or trying to obsolve 
the U.S. ad minis tration of any blame for not being able to honour 
its commitments. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily Monday said that the negotiations in 
Madrid are bound to lead to one of two things: the implementa- 
tion of U.N. resolutions and respect for international legitimacy 
or the supremacy of die law of the jungle, with Israel continuing 
to defy the world community by maintaining its occupation erf 
Arab land. The whole world is anxious to see whether the 
American credibility has any value and wether it is truly 
committed to die international legitimacy applying the interna- 
tional law on the Israelis it did on the Iraqis, said Hosni Ayesh. 
Should the results of the negotiations be negative, nations of die 
world would be quick to conclude that the so-called new world 
order is no more than colonialism in a new form, Ayesh said. The 
writer said that die first beneficiary of die Madrid parley will be 
Iran and all the movements and factions affiliated with the Iranian 
regime or those taking directives from Tehran. Iran would have 
the upper hand in the Arab World with special influence on those 
Arabs who sided by the United States in the Gulf war, said 
Ayesh. The writer said the United States would appear to the 
whole world as a conspirator with Iran and Israel against the 
Arabs in general and the Palestinians in particular, if the. 
negotiations in Madrid collapse. The writer said that the Arab 
countries can absorb the shock of any failure by adopting two 
strategies: forming a strong front grouping 'Jordan, Syria, Leba- 
non and Iraq and ending Egypt’s Camp David agreements with 
Israel and inviting Egypt to joint the eastern front to deal with 
Israel’s arrogance. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Enough junk. Time for some answers 


THE opening performance during die first week of the Madrid 
peace conference went more or less as expected, and, I would 
suggest, were largely irrelevant. The fact that the proceedings 
were televised live guaranteed that tbe ceremonial opening days 
would be more showbusisess rti*n getting down to tbe business of 
peace making, and this is exactly what happened. 

Now begins the real work of negotiating justice, implementing 
U.N. resolutions, promoting coexistence, and perhaps enjoying 
peace. From what happened in Madrid, however, it seems that 
the real work will need some more tune to begin. I say this not 
only because of die evasive and hardline position of the Israelis, 
who still refuse in public to discuss tbe principle of exchanging 
territory for peace, but also because of the garbage morality of the 
United States. 

The whole peace conference has been portrayed as the fruits of 
herculian American efforts, in tbe face of colossal odds due to an 
inveterate spirit of warmongering that permeates every drop of 
Arab and Israeli blood. Two separate processes are at work, both 
of them sad and unhelpful. On tbe one hand, the Western media 
itself obviously swallowed die setf-congratulalory but deceptive 
line put out by tbe American go v ernment, to the effect that 
Washington is making enormous efforts to bring the Israelis and 
the Arabs to the negotiating table. Chi the other hand, the 
Americans themselves, in tbe persons of George Bush and James 
Baker, are assuming die false posture of innocent bystanders, 
disinterested mediators driven only by their desire to. do good, 
and to bring peace to our troubled region. 

Mr. Baker’s dosing remarks on Friday were particularly 
offensive, and his presumptuousness quite sickening. As he 
exhorted die people of the Middle East to overcome historical 
conflicts and make peace, be wanted us to believe that while tbe 
Arabs and Israelis killed each other tbe United States was an 
uninvolved and distant party. Tbe fact is, peacemaking is so 
difficult today largely because die United States has spent over 
$45 billions in the last several decades making sure that Israel 
remains militarily stronger than the combined forces of its Arab 
neigh boors. The continuation of American financial support for 
the Israeli occupation of Palestine and American political 
acquiescence in the Zionist political subjugation of the region has 
been anger and tensions rise to die point where peace-making is 
so difficult today. 

Instead of coming to terms with the truth of the recent past, and 
recognising its role as one of the major actors in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, Washington prefers to retreat into its make-believe world 
of righteousiess and innocence. This is pure garbage morality at 
its American host, lies in die guise of impartial information — 
embellished with electronic wizardry, live satellite transmisston, 
and the slightly frenzied predisposition of an American-domin- 
ated Western media that was so servile in parroting Washington’s 
view of the Gulf war earlier this year that it remains driven by the 
momentum of its own ignorance of history, and the fears and 
insecurities of young men and women reporters who dread getting 


lost in the bazaars of Middle Eastern reality. 

Tbe reality is very di ffe rent , and obviously very hard for most 
Western journalists to understand. Let os recognise precisely 
what we are being offered these days — this is the first installment 
of the new world order history being presented to us by the 
dangerous combination of American generals, oil men in politi- 
cians’ clothing, and corpo ra te leaders. This is the first attempt to 
rewrite contemporary history in tbe gobbledygook langnay and 
fuddy-duddy morality of George Bush’s neo-colonial order — but 
the attempt is spumous and demeaning, and it will not work. It is 
in our best interest and that of tbe Americans themselves that 
they hear this and understand it. 

The whole point erf the Madrid process — tbe reason the Arabs 
are there in fence — is that it has turned the traditional power 
flows of this region on their head. It has shifted the region’s focus 
from military to political confrontation, and it has replaced the 
criteria of str e ngth of arms with thane of moral fence. American 
Cruise missiles and Israeli air force jets have no meaning in 
Madrid. 

The Americans will have a crucial retie to play in the peace 
negotiations. Like the Israelis, they are trying to delay as long as 
possible the hard task of leaving their comfortable but violent 
world of make-believe, and returning to the real world of chronic 
Middle Eastern conflict — chronic conflict that is fuelled by a 
predatory and intemperate Zionist movement largely funded and 
protected by tbe United States government. But very soon — in 
about two months, I predict — Washington will have to end its 
demeaning performance, and it will have to come down to earth 
and grapple with the Israeli monster ft has spawned. 

The Arab parties have all made it dear that they are willing to 
negotiate with tbe Israelis and to live in peace with an Israeli 
state, but mtiy if that Israeli state itself recognises the national 
rights of the Palestinians and lives in peace with a setf- 
de t e nm nant Palestinian national entity. This is a negotiation to 
bring peace by offering justice and legitimate rights to all parties. 
It is not, as the Israelis would Kke, a jamboree to celebrate the 
supremacy of Jewish heritage and rights. Nor is it, as the 
Americans seem to prefer, a lottery in which each party puts 
down its money on die table and waits to find out if the owner of 
die casino is fair, which would determine what each party may or 
may not win. 

The Arabs have made it dear that we are willing to give Israel 
and the United States virtually all they ask for, but only if and 
when we get our rights as well. In return, we have beard nothing 
substantial from tbe Israelis about their willingness to meet our 
legitimate demands. They talk of coexistence, but not inalienable 
rights. They talk of their history and religion, but not about 
compliance with U.N. resolutions. 

Very soon, tbe United States will face the moment of 
reckoning. Will it or will it not use its considerable political and 
economic power to nudge Israel to comply with U.N. resolutions 
and to withdraw from occupied Arab lands, so that the Arabs in 


r e t urn would ma ke simultaneous gestures to Israel? This remains 
the crux of tbe matmr in our eyes, and to wish it otherwise would 
be to engage in the sort of self-demeaning political fantasies that 
American leaders now offer us. 

The first week of negotiations in Madrid was the last grasp of 
toe past. It consisted mostly of old rhetoric and known positions. 
There was so real movement — but then, there never is on front 
of television cameras that demand show business above aU else. 
The entertainment value in Madrid was high, the political content 
low. American officials tried but failed to exonerate themselves 
from their share of the blame for the warfare and mistrust that 
grip die region. They tried to turn this into a political Biblical 
epic, a moving drama of did warriors who suddenly see God, sit 
next to George Bush for a fleeting moment, grasp the truth, 
embrace religious ethics, and vanquish ancient hatreds and 
injustices. But the world does not work like that. Life is not a 
television drama. History is not encapsulated in neat ten minute 
segments that are conveniently scheduled between carpet cleaner 
and beer commercials. The junk that permeates political morality 
in Washington does not travel well arovnd the world. 

And so, my instincts tefl me, forget about everything that 
happened last week in Madrid, and for that matter ignore 
everything else that hap pens in the next several weeks. The real 
crunch will come sometime down the road when Israel runs out of 
excuses to delay or shift the focus of the peace talks, and 
Washington finally comes to grips with its substantia] responsibil- 
ity for events in the Middle East. We may not be pleased wife 
Washington’s pe r formance to date, but nevertheless we continue 
to work with it because the promise of peace and justice is so 
immense, and so important for everyone m this region. Even 
those who sell us junk win realise one day that there are no more 
buyers for their wares, and they win have to sell us something 
more appealing. 

The fact that the Arabs are all is Madrid in strength is a sign 
that we are not deterred by the tactics of the Israelis or 
uncertainties about the capacity of the Americans to shift their 
political mode from rubbish to responsibility. Peace will come 
only when justice is done, and justice cannot be done if the 
Americans give Israel tone of billions of dollars a year in order to 
maintain Israel’s military dominance of tbe region and its 
colonisation of Palestine. 

The moment of historical reckoning is near. Very soon, we shall 
learn the answers to questions we have long asked: Can the 
Americans convince or force the Israelis to live according to the 
rules that everyone else in the world is asked to live by? WHI U.N. 
resolutions be implemented in and adjacent to Palestine as they 
are in Kuwait and Iraq? do the Israelis have greater rights than 
Palestinians? Is Israel’s security more important than the security 
of adjacent Arab states? To date, Washington has avoided 
answering these questions, preferring instead to give us consecu- 
tively larger doses of junk. We’ve had enough junk. Now we 
expect answers. . 


The old fox who will 
take on the Israelis 


By Michael ignatipff 


The following article is reprinted 
from the Oct 27 issue of the 
Observer. 


THE man leading the Palestinian 
delegation to the Madrid confer- 
ence this week, Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, once served me tea in his 
home in Gaza City. Tbe year was 
1988, the intifada was in its sixth 
month, and I was there to per- 
suade him to take part in a BBC 
series bringing Israelis and 
Palestinians together around a 
table to talk. 

The programmes we made then 
included three of the key mem- 
bers of tbe delegation to this 
week’s conference — Hanan 
Ashrawi, the American-edcuated 
dean of the Bir Zeit University; 
Saeb Erekat. the bluff, out- 
spoken lawyer from Nablus; and 
the thin, courtly man of few 
words, Haidar Abdul Shafi. 

He had been a doctor in Gaza 
all his life, arrested by the Egyp- 
tians when they had* Gaza, and 
then by the Israelis when they 
took it over. His English was soft 
and accented and he measured 
every word. " 

To the Palestinians, he was the 
wily elder statesman of the ‘’in- 
side" leadership. To the Israeli 
authorities in Gaza, of course, be 
was a troublemaker, an associate 
of terrorists. 

He said to me then that Israel 
had a choice: either it made peace 
with people like him, or it would 
have to wage war for its survival 
with the Islamic fundamentalists, 
then already well established in 
the camps. Israel has decided, at 
last, to talk to the doctor from 
Gaza. 

You can’t understand Palesti- 
nian bitterness unless you have 
been to Gaza. Just beyond the 
gates of Abdul Shafi’s austere, 
neat, bourgeois house the night- 
mare of Gaza begins: the mile 
upon mile of refugee camps in the 
sands of Gaza beach, die burning 
barricades, the overturned cars, 
ti»e knots of Palestinian youths, 
their faces masked by heads- 
carves, taunting the Israeli pat- 
rols. Over everything hung the 
characteristic Gaza stench, com- 
posed of burning tyres, rotting 
sewage and the acrid tang of tbe 
sea. 

The world is full of places 
where you think this can't go on, 
and it does, year after year, de- 
cade after decade. Gaza is sudi a 
place. 

Everyone has excuses for 
Gaza. Israelis tell you it was just 
as bad under the Egyptians be- 
fore 1956; they tell you the Arab 
states closed their doors to the 
Palestinians, which is why they 



are still in these wretched camps, 
but when you’ve heard all tbe 
excuses, tbe truth is as evident as 
the stench. The place is a disgrace 
to tiie Israeli nation. 

In 1988, the intifada had tbe 
Israelis on the run. Then stone- 
throwing degenerated into ran- 
dom stabbtngs of Israelis and 
victimisation of Palestinians ac- 
cused of collaboration with the 
occupiers. .World opinion swung 
away from the Palestinians; the 
Israelis hong on, and the Palesti- 
nian leadership watched their in- 
ternational support drain away. 
With the Palestinian support for 
Iraq during tbe Gulf war, Palesti- 
nian credibility sank to its nadir. 


To get to Madrid at all, the 
“inside" leadership of the Palesti- 
nians had to pare their demands 
to the barest minimum. So de- 
sperate are they for a deal, that 
they will even settle for the li- 
mited self-government on the 
West Bank and Gaza that they 
once dismissed ont of hand. Yet 
they are hoping that Madrid may 
create a momentum which will 
carry them first towards auton- 
omy. then towards demilitarised 
statehood. 


This is not a fanciful expecta- 
tion. The Palestinians believe 
that, for the first time in 40 years, 
American policy has begun to 
move away from the Israelis. This 
shift, Palestinians believe, actual- 
ly dates bade to American disgust 
and alarm at the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982. The Reagan 
administration began to realise 
that tiie Israeli determination to 
search out and destroy the 
Palestinian leadership was des- 
tabilising the entire region. 

As the Soviet empire began to 
crumble and the Soviets ceased to 


be a credible competitor in the 
region, American policy-makers 
began to ask whether they really 
needed the Israelis. The two for- 
mer Texas oil men who run 
American foreign policy didn't 
have much trouble coming to the 
conclusion that America's long- 
term interests lay where tbe black 
gold was. 

During the Gulf war, when the 
Patriots were sent to defend Tel 
Aviv, the gesture appeared to 
confirm Israel’s pride of place as 
America's prime Middle East 
partner. In fact, it was tbe mo- 
ment when America began to 
dictate the terms of Israel's secur- 
ity. Tbe. Bush administration’s 
decision to withhold the $10 bil- 
lion loan package in September 
set the seal on a decisive policy 
shift. It forced the Israelis to tbe 
table. 

It is also evident that the 
American administration has 
been working, behind the scenes, 
to undermine the credibility of 
the Israeli claim that it is 
menaced on all sides by hostile 
powers bent on driving it into tbe 
sea. 'Without covert assistance 
from American government 
sources, Seymour Hersh would 
never have been able to dig up 
the size of Israel’s nuclear arsenal 
— 300 warheads of all types, from 
artillery shells to missiles capable 
of reaching the southern Soviet 
Union. America wants the im- 
plication to be dear: Israel is 
safer than it claims to be. It can 
afford to negotiate. 

The Arabs and Pales tinian s are 
gambling that an Israeli premier 
would not dare to sabotage his 
paymaster’s conference. The 
Israels are gambling that the 
Americans will not force them to 
concede Palestinian autonomy. 


In line with this strategy of keep- 
ing its own intentions a secret, 
America has not tabled a peace 
proposal, James Baker evidently 
believes that a Middle East peace 
conference can be tike a Dallas 
oil deal; if you lock them in a 
room, send in some sandwiches 
and keep them talking, a deal 
might just emerge out of the cigar 
smoke and the exhaustion. . 


At lot will depend on Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, on his patience, his 
tact and his guile. He has spent a 
life being humiliated by the 
Israelis and being ignored by the 
Americans. The temptation for 
Palestinians to indulge in gestures 
of wounded pride will be great. 
They have paid heavily for such 
gestures in tbe past. Behind them 
trail a legacy of missed opportuni- 
ties and mistakes. Behind them 
too are the people of Gaza and 
tiie West Bank, suspicious of the 
process in Madrid. If tbe old fox 
fails them now. be will not be 
forgiven. Leadership will pass to 
harder men than ire. 


There is every reason to fear 
that Madrid will fail, and only 
one reason to be optimistic; in 
this world, when people say often 
enough, and stubbornly enough, 
this can’t go on, eventually, after 
much struggle, it does stop. Gaza 
can’t go on. The endless, brutalis- 
ing occupation of the territories 
cannot go on, for Israel’s sake, 
for tire Palestinians' sake. The 
year by year degradation of Israel 
into a high security state, the year 
by year rise of rancour and Hatred 
between .Israelis and Palestinians 
will end up destroying the best in 
both of than. No one around the 
table needs to like, respect or 
trust the other side. All they need 
to agree upon is; this can’t go on. 


Palestinians take 


independent 
road for peace 


By Alan Eisner 

Renter 


MADRID — By beginning direct 
negotiations with Israel without 
Syria’s blessing. Palestinians and 
Jordan on Sunday put peace 
efforts above Arab unity and 
took charge of their own fate. 

It was a development which 
could have momentous implica- 
tions for Israeli-Arab peace 
hopes and shift the balance of 
power within the Arab World. 

Even before Sunday, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
had praised the courage of 
Palestinian leaders from the 
Israeli-occupied territories. He 
said they may have put their lives 
at risk by agreeing to come to the 
Madrid peace conference. 

But their punctual appearance 
for historic talks with Israel, 
when it was still far from dear 
whether separate Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations would get underway, 
was perhaps an even bolder 
stroke. 

It made it clear that the Palesti- 
nians and Jocdanians, backed by 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, would 
resist Syria’s efforts to gain a veto 
over the entire Arab negotiating 
position. 

Instead, when it became dear 
they were the only country refus- 
ing to attend She talks, the Sy- 
rians themselves, under intense 
pressure from fellow Arabs and 
the United States, wavered. 

It was a Palestinian-Jordanian 
declaration of independence but 
did not come totally out of the 
blue. There were signs of it in 
diplomatic manoeuvering before' 
the Madrid peace conference be- 
gan and in the formal speeches. 

While Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A! Sharaa delivered a 
hardline speech that failed to 
move beyond well-known cliches, 
Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber strode a new 
tone. 

“We must remember that tiie 
extremists and the rejec t] oi li sts 
who speak in absolute terms are 
still lurking in the wings. It is 
from there that they issue their 
often-repeated cliches and veno- 
mous threats," he said. 

The statement was clearly 
aimed at Arab and Israeli " ex- 
tremists who had pledged to 
wreck peace efforts. But, cm 
another sub-level, it could have 
been read as directed partly 
against Damascus. 

Syria for decades was undis- 
puted leader of Arab rejeetkm- 
ism until it abruptly changed 
course cazfier this year by deciding 
to attend the Madrid c onference. 

Palestinian delegation leader 
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Haidar Abdul Shafi also pleaded 
to delegates to “rise above static 
and hardset concepts." He said 
they should discard “regressive 
ideology ... and abandon rigid 
and constricting positions." 

In the runup to the conference, 
Syria hosted Arab foreign minis- 
ters in Damascus to adopt a 
common stance but the meeting 
produced only a vague pledge to 
coordinate positions. 

Even more significantly, Syria 
failed to persuade its Arab 
brothers not to attend multilater- 
al talks with Israel to discuss arms 
control, sharing water resources, 
refugees and other regional is- 
sues. 

Damascus said Arabs should 
boycott tbe talks, due to begin 
within two weeks of the confer- 
ence, until Israel started with- 
drawing from occupied territor- 
ies. 

But Saudi Arabia and Jordan, 
formally not known for takmg bold 
positions against Syria's wishes, 
said they wonld attend the talks 
with or without Damascus. 

Behind the rift in the Arab 
position lies Syria's fear that it 
has little to gain from negotia- 
tions with Israel and may end up 
isolated. 


While the Israelis are ready to 
discuss self-rule with the Palesti- 
nians and tbe Palestinians are 
desperate to ease the heavy bur- 
dens of living under Israeli milit- 
ary occupation, the Israelis say 
they will not return an inch of the 
occupied Golan Heights to Syria. 

U.S. officials think it may be 
possible to progress on the 
Palestinian-IsraeU front even if 
the Syrian -Israeli talks reach 
deadlock. 

But they believe progress 
would be considerably easier if 
tbe Syrians remain involved. 
Syria made the key breakthrough 
possible by agreeuig-to come to 
Madrid and abandoning rejec- 
tiomsm. Reverting to ils former 
position could jeopardise all the 
gains made so far. 
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But another dynamic is also at 
work. By addressing - the peace 
conference and by extension the 
world, the Palestinians have 
gained in status and prestige and 
may have enlarged their room for 
manoeuvre. 

They are now recognised as 
authentic spokesmen for their na- 
tion. In toe past, Palestinians 
actions wen largely determined 
and controlled by others. now 
they may ax last have taken 
charge of their own agenda. 
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Jordan: Palestine file is opened 


(Continued from page 1) 

I w as ver y good and so was the 
performance of the Jordanian de- 
i legation. Abo in view of the 
internationally unaccepted posi- 

, tions of (Israeh' Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir there appears to 
be a support for the Arab view 
and in particular the Palestinian 
view. There is no doubt that his 
, this will develop as talks con- 
ic ' tome. If it is possible to say that 
\j; the Gist phase had ended then it 
has ended to the favour of die 
Arab view and more precisely in 
favour of the Palestinian 
problem. 

Q: How do you see then next 
. pahses? More precisely, the para- 
llel bilateral and multilateral 
, talks? Can you give us a broad 
overview of what is yet to come? 
A: There are dear issues which 
are limited to Jordan both in their 
intricacies and their extent. But 
the Jordanian handling of the 
t alks will not be solely connected 
to these limited issues. Following 
op developments in the Palesti- 
nian problem and m coordinating 
with the Palestinian delegation on 
this issue. This does not mean- 
that there will be an interference 
in the Palestinian negotiations 
bat there win be an interchange. 
What takes place in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip negatively 
reflects on the situation in Jordan 
and that was true before the 
conference and through any de- 
velopments in the Palestinian 
problem or Israeli measures in 
the occupied territories and will 
also be true in the negotiations on 
the interim period. Throughout 
the dealing or meetings of the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians it 
• was dear that there was under- 
standing for this (interchange) 
and Jordan dealt with foe Palesti- 
nians on this basis. Yon win find 
that the coordination between the 
two delegation and the dealings 
in bilateral issues whether Palesti- 
nian- Israeh or Jordanian-Israeli 
wfll continue and will grow con- 
tinuously. 

Q:Some analysts have express- 
ed the fear that there isn't enough 
commitment in coordination 
among the Arab delegations to 
ensure that there will not be 
unilateral solutions by one state 
or hindrance of the development 
of a solution of the Palestinian 
problem because of the intransi- 
gence of another Arab state. 
How would comment on these 
theories? 

A: All these issues are there in 
foe minds of the Arab delegations 
and they want to avoid any con-* 
fiict, or avoid transferring the 
conflict from the Arab side co- 
wards Israel to become a conflict 
among the Arabs themselves. 
Therefore it was obvious in Mad- 
rid that the initial Arab position 
were similar to a large extent. 
What followed was not a real 
conflict as such because it dealt 
r with procedural matters rather 
1 than issues of substance on the 
Palestinian problem. As we stand 
in Jordan we will not allow any 
conflict to develop to the extent 
where this theory would become 
true. We are aware of this and we 
think that this also applies to 
Syrians and the Lebanese. What 
happened on Saturday while pre- 
paring for the bilateral meetings 
on Sunday has proven that the 
understanding, coordination and 
effort between foe Jordanians 
qpd the Palestinians was on the 
same wavelength and almost total 
and therefore things went the way 
they did. This will be built upon. 
And it was not the result of a 
coincidence that oocorred at that 
place but a result of coinciding in 
thought and correlation in in- 
terest and a common vision to the 
future. 


There may appear differences 
in opinions among the Arab de- 
legations at some time or another 
but there are limits, every Arab 
side has placed limits, after which ' 
a conflict carmot go. 

Q: Is there a concrete decision 
taken on that point? 

A: At least I am spe aking for 
tiie Palestinians and Jordanians. I 
know that there is a decision to 
that effect. We are committed to 
it and we are following it. 

Q: But the agreement (among 
the Arab delegations) has not 
reached a committing detailed 
plan? 

A: There is no commitment 
because yon cannot commit the 
Syrians to many issues precisely 
because the problems which will 
be faced by the Sy rians and the 
Israelis will be different from 
those faced by the Jordanians and 
Israelis or the Pales tinians and 
Israelis. 

Therefore we understood from 
the beginning that there might be 
progress in negotiations on one 
front more than another front It 
is not required that we should all 
move in the same speed but we 
cannot be divided or make un- 
ilateral agreements and I think 
that there is no written commit- 
ment on those points but a bind- 
ing political and moral one 
among delegations. 

Q: There were reports that a 

ran for a 

Jordan, 

Palestine, Israel and Lebanon. 
What is your position towards 
such an idea? 

A: We differed in Madrid with 
Israel on the venae for bilateral 
negotiations. Israel wants to 
move it to the region as a way of 
normalising relations and we 
have refused this became it is 
premature to discuss such a step 
before any tangible development 
in negotiations takes place. So 
how, when we differ on a venue, 
can we be expected to discuss a 
confederation? These are theore- 
tical reports and are not practical. 
We have priorities which we have 
to deal with and conclude. 
Among these priorities are Israeli 
withdrawal, self-determination 
for Palestinians and Jewish settle- 
ments. These are the issues that 
have priority. I actually believe 
that no Palestinian party would 
issue such a call but perhaps there 
are people who aim to disperse 
the Arab thoughts and make us 
divide our thinking over very 
wide areas instead of limiting 
ourselves in limited issues. There- 
fore I do not think that this is a 
realistic position or practical or 
even applicable. 

Q: What if foe ordinary session recon- 
venes and foe situation between the 
government and parliament does not 
improve? 

A:It is premature to issue a judge- 
ment on this issue but it should be 
admitted that there are ousting facts. 
One is that there is a petition, which 
may now be of no value because of 
the absence of parliament, but it 
exists and it does express sorod. de- 
puties’ stands. There are also ’par- 
liamentary blocs which have contra- 
dictory stands. It is true that they 
have agreed on one point, but they 
have their political and local stands 
which are not similar. But it is very 
important at this time to avoid a crisis 
... we should avoid getting into a 
crisis at any price because it might 
reflect negatively, on foe general 
situation ... 1 personally think that my 
first job is to avoid that crisis so that 
we may protect the thin gs we gained 
and the foundations by which we have 
worked. 

Q: As we speak about democracy and 
division of roles among the suppor- 
ters of the peace conferees, your 
government has been criticised for 
banning public gatherings, or in- 
terfering some which rejected peace- 
ful solutions with Israel? How do you 
respnd? 


A: In' fact we did not prevent except 
one tally and that was before the 
conference. AH newspapers which ex- 
press Arab stands whether they are 
with or against the conference are 
allowed to cater the country and are 
distributed .... we (fid not confiscate 
any newspaper except for one and 
only for one wade became it carried 
phrases which we cannot allow; 
however I should stress that differ- 
ences in views are allowed. Magazines 
printed abroad are allowed (and 
avaHabe in the markets). 

We were asked to issue permits for 
several meetings- Before the public 
rally at foe Professional Unions Com- 
plex was held, many other gatherings 
were held in various parts of Jordan 
and no problems arose in these meet- 
ings, no did we prevent any of them 
at all. That meeting at the Profession- 
al Unions Co mp l e x was sanctioned by 
the government. We also sent TV and 
radio reporters to record h in order to 
broadcast parts of it on television to 
allow for the expression of other 
views. We have nor intention to 
oppose such gatherings as long as they 
abide by the regulations known by all 
of us. 

What happened in the complex was 
not the responsibility of the govern- 
ment. There was a group supporting 
the conference there and chanted 
pro-peace slogans. There are some 
accusations, may God forgive those 
who accuse, but l am telling you that 
we do not oppose such gathering ... 
die second day there was a similar 
raBy in Iibtd; maybe you did not 
cover it or bear of it, bat there was 
one. Several others took place in A1 
Wehdat refugee camp and Jordanian 
community colleges. They had no 
problems, were not prevented and no 
one said anything about holding 
them. The gathering at the Profea- 
sfonal Unions Complex was something 
we (fid not oppose and we were the 
ones who -sanctioned it in the first 
place. 

Q: Jordan carries a heavy economic 
burden, but the ramifications of this 
problem has not yet been made dear 
to the public. What land of measures 
will the government take to deal with 
the national debt and its payments? 
A: Jordan is burdened with debts... 
hundreds of mfllfons of dollars are 
due next year... (Jordan) is unable to 
pay such sums. We have to go to the 
Paris Chib to negotiate with debtor 
countries the delay of payment of 
these loans at later dates. 

This meeting might take place in 
December. But the success of such 
negotiations wfll depend on Jorda- 
nian economic measures that should 
be taken. Such measures are Hmitwi 
to a «n»n frame. It is untrue that foe 
government will lift substefi on some 
food supplies. The subsidies should 
go to those who deserve it. (They 
must) be used in a way which will 
benefit those who need them. 

For example, flour. Flour is not 
used only in malting bread but also in 
confectionaries, it is sold to fore-, 
ignens, confectionary factories etc ... 
Our view is that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment or treasury, or in other 
words, tire Jordanian citizens, should 
support such products which are not 
essential to foe laymen. Our assess- 
ment is that these industries do not 
deserve the support and we want to 
direct our subsidies to the normal 
citizens who deserve such support. 

Q: Tension between the government 
and parfiamenl has been evident dur- 
ing the past few months, but as we are 
approaching the reconvening of par- 
liament wffl there be coadtiatoty 
moves? Will there be a cabinet 
reshuffle? Or wfll parliament be dis- 
solved? 

A : The government is holding 
contacts with parliamentary 
blocs. These are cordial and re- 
sponsible contacts. It is prema- 
ture to talk about the results of 
such contacts. But certainly they 
are intended to prepare for the 
next ordinary session of parlia- 
ment (Dec. 2). 

The government and parlia- 
ment most find a way to surpass 
the crisis that we passed through. 
The present circumstances do not 
permit any imbalances in the 
equation between te government 
and the House. The equation that 
existed between pariument and 
all p re vious governments. I must, 
say that a positive spoil is being' 
crystallised, and 1 do not want to 


talk' further on the issue. What 
these contacts would result in 
would come out in the coming 
few days. 

Qi What are the reasons you 
think led to this state of affairs? 
Az When this g o vernment was 
formed, I put all my efforts into 
making it a parliamentary gov- 
ernment, as far as possible. 
Although foe Muslim Brother- 
hood did not join, I thought I had 
the consent of all the other blocs 
in parliament. But some of foe 
blocs deny they had made any 
contribution to the- formation of 
foe government. The fact is that 
all foe blocs were consulted. De- 
puties were chosen to become 
ministers according to that for- 
mula. Some blocs said the for- 
mulation was not in accordance 
with the agreement Some ten- 
sion and protestation arose dur- 
ing the confidence session. 
However, the government got the 
vote of confidence. New elements 
were added. The political situa- 
tion in the region was one. 
Another was my own evaluation 
of foe government. And yet 
another was foe formation of new 
blocs. This led to a regrettable 
dash between the executive and 
legislative branches. This also re- 
sulted in deputies signing a paper 
(calling on the government to 
resign). 

Since we are passing through 
exceptional circumstances the 
two sides are required to learn 
from past lessons and from past 
circumstances and to try and find 
a formula (for coexistence). Not 
only should they learn from the 
experience of this government 
but of past governments as well. 
In foe past the executive branch 
bad hegemony over the legisla- 
tive. That led to an outcry. Now, 
the legislative must not dominate 
the executive nor should it go 
beyond its limits as outlined in 
the constitution. There should be 
a formula. That, to a great ex- 
tent, is laid down in foe constitu- 
tion and in tradition and past 
experience. That formula allows 


every branch to perform its own 
duties. We are not tire only coun- 
try in the world that bases its 
powers' on this. All democracies 
learnt their lessons through trial 
and error. Through that they 
reached to a formula. I do not 
know if we are going into that 
direction. The coining days and 
weeks will show the extent of our 
understanding of the nature of 
the relationship (between the leg- 
islative and the executive). 

They will provide ns with the 
formula that wfll allow co-exist- 
ence between the two. 

Withdrawing confidence from 
a government is both democratic 
and constitutional. But the 
reasons for that should be real 
not temporal. This we will find 
out before House’s next session. 

Jordan, in my opinion, is pas- 
sing through a transitional 
period. It is true that we are living 
in a democratic atmosphere, but 
democracy is new to us. It is true 
that we have institutions, but 
these institutions did not assume 
their role so for. This government 
is entrusted to bridge foe gap 
between the past and the present. - 
That is why we are facing difficul- 
ties. We did not leave the past 
and we are not foe sons of foe 
future. We are still in the middle; 
our thinking is not dear. The 
government is suffering from all 
these accumulations: We want to 
move society from old frames, 
through democracy, openness 
and parliament, into the f u tu re . 
A future that has traditions and 
concepts of constitution, powers 
political parties, and freedom. 
AO these are concepts that, re- 
grettably, so far are not dearly 
defined. Each person in terpr e ts 
these concepts as be/she sees fit. 
In this transitional period we are 
passing through, this government 
is ready to bear all these inter- 
pretations. But we have to move 
on. I think the coming legislatio ns 
on political parties, the press and 
others wfll help us transit this 
period into foe fu t ure . 


Palestinians welcome direct talks 

(Continued from page Z) 


worded statement describing 
Palestinian delegates as 
“traitors." 

Although most Palestinians 
doubt the intentions of Israel’s 
most right-wing government 
ever, many are convinced the 
talks will yin a momentum of 
their own and eventually force 
the Jewish state into territorial 


concessions. 

“Respite all the intransigence 
in the Israeli position they en- 
tered talks knowing the peace 
conference would focus on U.N. 
Resolution 242 and the principle 
of land for peace,” Mr. Kidrah 
said. “Since they knew that, their 
intr ansigen ce wfll fade away with 
the start of bilateral talks.” 


Bush: Hope brighter after Madrid 


(Continued from page 1) 

bodes well for the future.” said 
Mr. Baker, who made eight trips 
to the Middle East since the end 
of foe Gulf war to organise a 
peace conference. 

Asked what Mr. Bush meant 
by his comment that “interrup- 
tions wfll probably occur,” in 
the process, Mr. Fltzwatcr said 
the president was just cautioning 
against over-optimism. 

, “They want to be prepared Ah' 
any occurrence and not be overly 
optimistic. Everybody wants to 
be realistic in terms of the process 
and prospects, but also to make 
sure people don’t get discouraged 
if something like that does hap- 
pen,” he said. 

Before his departure from 
Madrid, Mr. Baker said that foe 
Mideast con fere nce marked a 
“good beginning” to ending re- 
gional conflict, and promised the 
United States would continue to 
mediate. 

But he said at a news confer- 
ence that Israelis and Arabs had 
not yet reached an agreement on 


where to hold the bilateral talks, 
the crucial next phase of the 
process. 

Speaking about die site and 
timing of future meetings, he 
said: “This is an open question.” 

Mr. Baker added that U.S. and 
Soviet officials would continue to 
“make proposals as necessary.” 

He said be would be available 
for talks with the delegates while 
travelling over the next few 
weeks. 

“We intend to stay fully en- 
gaged, as fully engaged as we can 
and for as long fs we flunk the 
parties are serious about peace. 
And for foe moment I think they 
are serious.” 

“I am especially pleased with 
the quality of the first negotiating 
session between the Israelis and 
the joint Jordanian-Palestiman 
delegation,” Mr. Baker said. (See 
expa n d e d co mm e nt s oajpage 2). 

He said be hoped the Israeli- 
Palesti nian talks would lead to 
limited self-rale for the Palesti- 
nians “within a year.” 

“The Madrid conference was a 
beginning,” he said. “I think it 
was a good beginning.” 


Jordan rejects Israeli contention 


(Continued from page 1) 

three weeks. Birth of the talks 
mil go on.” 

“The success of the bilateral 
talks might have a positive influ- 
ence on the nraltflatcials and 
vice-versa, but it is better to leave 
discussing the issue till foe fea- 
tures of the coming stage become 
clearer,' he added. 

Marwan Muasber, spokesman 
for foe Jordanian negotiators, 
said there was no agreement yet 
on the venue for the next round 
of bilateral talks, which, he 
added, will start m foe next 10 
days. 

Dr. Muasher, bead of the Jor- 
dan Information Bureau in 
Washington who was specially 
assigned as the Kingdom's 
spokesman at the peace confer- 
ence, told Radio Jordan in an 
interview from Madrid that dur- 
ing Sunday’s meeting “the two 
sides exchanged views and the 
joint Jorxiaiflan-Palestinian de- 
legation opposed continuing the 
negotiations in the Middle East as 
Israel wants.” 

Israel has been insisting that 
the talks rotate between the con- 
cerned Arab country and the 
Jewish state in an obvious bid to 
reaffirm what it sees as an addi- 
tional legitimacy. The Arabs re- 
jected the demand and said any- 
where in Europe or elsewhere but 
not the Middle East was accept- 
able to them. 

Dr. Muasher said that during 
Sunday’s talks, the issue of separ- 
ating the joint delegation into 
Jordanian and Palestinian teams 
for separate bilateral talks with 
Israel on foe Jordanian and 
Palestinian dimensions on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict was discus- 
sed but no agreement was 
reached. 

“Even this issue was not agreed 
upon, but it will be discussed in 
foe next round of talks,” Dr. 
Muasher said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir appeared to take a view in 
tins respect. He told Israel Radio 
Monday that bis country would 
treat the joint delegation as one 
delegation and hold discussions 
as snich. There was no immediate 
indication whether this would 
pose any hurdle in the next round 
of talks. 

In his comments to die press 
Monday, Dr. MajaH also reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s position vis-a-vis 
the Israeli demand for shifting the 
venue for talks to the Middle 
East. - - 

‘To start with, we understood 
that Madrid, if it is good for foe 
general, then it is good for the 
bflaterais,” he said. “But the 
Israelis are refusing this, and we 
were saying this is the place. They 
tried to give the Middle East as a 
venue. There are lots of difficul- 
ties about having it in the Middle 
East for no reason. 

“We are here to negotiate ab- 
out peace, about normalisation, 
about land, about recognition of 
the Palestinians rights and so on. 
We just cannot jump to the end 
of whatever is going to come out 
of the negotiations and start with 
it and then go batik to dm first. So 
let tine first be first and the last be 
last” 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, head of 
the Palestinian team in the joint 
delegation, told Jordan Televi- 
sion that foe main priority for the 
Palestinians was tp get an agree- 
ment on the stage of self-rale for 
foe Palestinians in the occupied 
territories as a prelude to inde- 
pendence. # 

“We do not want to leave the 
impression that we accept self- 
rule as an end by itself," be said. 
“We will be discussing the issue 
of stopping the settlements (in 


the occupied territories) as an 
indicator and evidence that the 
self-rale period will be a transi- 
tion to national independence.” 

In Bonn, the Jordanian ambas- 
sador to Germany, Khalid 
Madadha, said Israel should 
prove its seriousness and willing- 
ness for peace by halting settle- 
ments activities. 

“We are hoping that Epope 
will play an important role in foe 
peace process” but Israel is ob- 
structing Europe from playing 
such a role, Mr. Madadha told a 


counterparts from all other Arab 
countries involved in the Middle 
i East peace conference. 

Jordan and foe Arab states are 
wining to have peace with Israel, 
Mr. Madadha said, adding a call 
on Israel to implement United 
Nations resolutions on the Mid- 
dle problem and accept the 
principle of land for peace. 

Following is the full text of a 
statement Dr. Majah read out at 
hi« press conference in Madrid 
Monday: 

“I would like to welcome you 
to this press conference. I would 
like to say that we are satisfied 
with the events of the last w eek 
and hope that they constitute the 
he gjnning of the road towards a 
comprehensive and just peace 
based on United Nations resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and the princi- 
ple of land for peace. 

“We are gratified that foe 
Palestinian identity has finally re- 


ceived the recognition it de- 
serves. This is in line with our 
longstanding commitment to sup- 
porting the Palestinian people in 
their legitimate quest for self- 
determination on their national 
and ancestral home in Palestine: 

“This positive development 
will enable us to give due regard 
to the Jordanian agenda in the 
negotiations while at the same 
time fully supporting foe Palesti- 
nian team and their own agenda'. 
We also hope that this wflf lay to 
rest finally the Israeli assertion 
that Jordan is Palestine. 

“I would like to respond to the 
exotic interpretation of 242 which 
we have beard yesterday. 

“The only legal interpretation 
of -242 is that it applies to all the 
territories occupied, not one part 
of it. I need not remind you of the 
principle of the inadmissibility of 
foe acquisition of territory by war 
embedded in Resolution 242, but 
selectively omitted by the Israeli 
spokesman. All drafters of 242 
have agreed that it applies to all 
fronts and not only to the Egyp- 
tian front as he claimed 

“Successive Israeli govern- 
ments have not disputed the ap- 
plicability of 242 to all fronts. The 
essence of foe problem is foe 
question of Palestine and not only 
foe Egyptian Sinai, which was 
occupied as a result of the Palesti- 
nian problem. The “secure bor- 
ders” in 242 apply to all countries 
in the region, not only Israel. 
Events have shown that it is foe 
Arab that are in need of security' 
and security does not come from 
territorial acquisition.” 
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Kasparov assured of 
w inning in Tilburg 


TILBURG, Netherlands (AP) — 
World champion chess player 
Gary Kasparov of the Soviet Un- 
ion assured himself the title of the 
15th' annual Interpolis Chess 
Tournament Sunday without 
touching a piece or even showing 
up in die arena. 

The decisive victory, which 
nets the world champion $12,500 
of the $55,000 total prize fund in 
^his strongest tournament ever 
held, was not his own doing but 
that of Indian grandmaster Vts- 
wanathan Anand. 

Ironically, Anand gave Kaspar- 
ov a helping hand not by vanning 
but by losing. 

With only Monday’s final 
round to go, Anand, known as 
Vishy, was lagging 1.5 points 
behind the world champion in the 
tournament standings. But he 
had a favourable ending in his 
adjourned game with black from 
last week’s 11th round match 
against U.S. champion Gata 
Kamsky and felt sure he would 
narrow the gap to half a point in 
Sunday’s completion. 


Before resumption, Kamsky 
offered to call the game a draw, 
but Anand turned down the offer 
because even though he was an 
exchange down, he bad passed 
pawns on either wing well on 
their way to promotion on the 
first rank. 

About 25 moves into the re- 
sumption, Anand had made little 
headway but still felt secure eno- 
ugh to refuse a second peace bid. 
Tie soldiered on hoping for a 
position where he could force a 
pawn breakthrough. 

When at last he thought the 
moment had arrived, bis pawn 
push at the 98th proved a blunder 
that left him with no more than 
an equal position, and by adding 
another error one move later be 
lost the game. 

Suddenly, the black king was 
trapped in a mating net. Speech- 
less, Anand surrendered on his 
101st. 

In Monday’s 14tb and final 
round, Kasparov is pitted with 
white against his archenemy and 
fellow Sonet grandmaster Anato- 



Gary Kasparov 


ly Karpov. 

However, Kasparov is In 
points dear of tire field and will 


win the tournament even if be 
loses to the former world cham- 
pion. 


Robson quits international soccer 


LONDON (R) — Bryan Robson, 
Manchester United's former Eng- 
land captain, quit international 
football Monday. 

Robson, who played for his 
country in three world cups, 
announced his decision after he 
was omitted from England's 
squad for a vital European Cham- 
pionship qualifier against Poland 
in Poznan on Nov. 13. 

England manager Graham 
Taylor explained that Robson 
was ready to quit after he gained 


his 90th cap in the disappointing 
1-0 win over Turkey last month 
but was persuaded by United 
manager Alex Ferguson to wait 
and see if he was selected for die 
Poland trip. 


“If I had selected Bryan for 
Poland he would have delayed his 
retirement but he’s 34 and 
together with Alex has come to 
realise it is getting more difficult 
for him to play every three days,” 
Taylor said. 


Added Taylor: “Bryan has 
been as good as anyone in recent 
games but he measures himself as 
being better. 

“I have tremendous admiration 
for all he has done for England 
over the past decade but things 
don’t go on for ever.” 


Robson first stepped on to the 
England stage a gainst Ireland in 
February 1980.* 

He was dubbed “ca ptain mar- 
vel” for his inspirational midfield 


performances by former England 
manager Bobby Robson and 
would easily have passed the 100- 
cap mark but for a series of 
serious injuries. 

Ferguson welcomed the retire- 
ment of his dub captain from the 
international arena. 

“Bryan has done more than bis 
share for England and everyone 
knows this,” he said. “He has 
been a wonderful ambassador for 
dub add country. I think he’s 
made die right decision.” 


Garcia, McColgan win 
New York Marathon 


NEW YORK (R) — Uz McCol- 
gan backed op a bold prediction 
— and took away $45,000 and a 
Mercedes-Benz car — by wanning 
the New York City Marathon 
Sunday. 

McColgan, women’s world 
champion over 10,000 metres, 
predicted victory daring the 
build-up for the marathon despite 
having never before run the dis- 
tance competitively. 

“I had enough confidence to 
know I could beat any of the girls 
in the field,” a smiling McColo- 
gan said after her triumph- “Next 
time m be a little better pre- 
pared and go for a better time.” 

McColgan’s time of two hours 
27 minutes, 23 seconds was good 
enough to bring a $25,000 bonus 
as she finished a com fo rt a ble 55 
seconds ahead of runner-up Olga 
Markova of the Soviet Union. 
Lisa Ondield of Australia was 
third in 2:28.53. 


Salvador Garcia won the men’s 
race in 2:09.28 to beat compatriot 
Andres Espinoza by 32 seamds. 
Garda’s time brought him a 
bonus of $35,000 in addition to 
the $20,000 prize for first place. 


Neither McColgan, nor her 
competitors, knew what to expect 
as the race took the Scot into 
nncfaaitered distance. Bat the 
Florida-based champion got 
str onger and increased her lead in 
the final stages of the race. 

“I found the course easier than 
I thought,” said the 27-year-old 
McColgan, who ran with her hair 
piled straight np m a thick pony 
tail. “It was very hard running to 
bold myself back, to contain my- 
self ” 

The scot said she has a chance 
to eventually break the women’s 
marathon mark of 2:21.06 set by 
Norway’s Ingrid Kristiansen in 
the 1985 London Marathon. 

‘Today was about winning, not 
about times,” McCplgan said. 
“Now (hat I’ve done one, I look 
forward to do it again. 

“It was a good time for my 
debut but I know I can run a lot 
faster.” 

Speed seemed to be very much 
on McColgan’s mind after the 
race. 

Upon being presented with her 
brand new Mercedes, she said: 
“Thank yon very much. I’m sure 
we’ll drive fast in it." 


Agassi will not play in 
the Grand Slam Cup 


Sampdoria faces possible exit 


By Reuters 


ITALIAN champions Samp- 
doria, struggling in the shadow of 
AC Milan’s great' achievements 
before them, face possible eli- 
mination from the European Cup 
before even reaching the new 
round robin stage. 

Sampdoria, who sank to sixth 
from bottom in the league after a 
2-1 defeat at Napoli Sunday,- must 
come back from a 2-1 "first leg 
deficit against Honved Budapest 
in their second round tie in 
Genoa Wednesday. 

In contrast to Sampdoria, Ita- 
ly’s illustrious trio of absentees 
from European competition this 
season, Milan, Inventus and 
Napoli occupy the top three spots 
in tiie league table. 

“Milan get under way.” ran a 
banner headline in the sports 
daily Gazzetta Delio Sport Mon- 
day after the 1989 and 1990 Euro- 
pean Champions had crushed as 
Roma 4-1. 

One point dear of Juventus 
and with a game in band, Milan 
played perhaps their best soccer 
of die season against a Roma side 
without Brazilian defender 
Aldair, Italy midfielder Giuseppe 
Giannini and German striker 
Rudi Voeller. 


The only sour note for Milan 
concerned Dutch striker Marco 
Van Basten, the apparent victim 
of a case of mistaken identity 
when he was sent off for allegedly 
hitting an opponent. 

Television replays proved con- 
clusively it was not Van Basten 
but team mate Aldo Serena who 
struck out at an opponent. 

Roma should bounce back in 
tbrar Cup Winners' .Cup tie at 
home Wednesday when they take 
a 1-1 scoreline into the second leg 
of their second round tie with 
Finnish side lives. 

Sampdoria would appear at 
this early stage in the season to 
already be out of the running for 
a second successive title after 
losing four out of nine league 
games. 

“As far as the title is con- 
cerned, Sampdoria have already 
missed the bus, they're too far off 
the pace,” Napoli’s Italian inter- 
national midfielder Massimo 
Crippa said. 

Crippa should know. Napoli, 
defending their 1990 tide, had 
slipped out of realistic contention 
by this stage a year ago. 

French champions and league 
leaders Marseille prepared for 
their European Cup visit to Spar- 
ta Prague Tuesday with a 


crushing 4-0 victory over bottom- 
ofitable Nancy Friday. 

“The victory against Nancy was 
ideal for bur preparation i espe- 
cially as our three strikers &owed 
they were in form,” said Belgian 
coach Raymond Goethals, stand- 
ing in for Yugoslav Tomislav Ivic 
who has taken a two-week break. 

England’s Chris Waddle and 
Trevor Steven, Ghana’s Abedi 
Pele and France’s ace marksman 
Jean-Pierre Papin all scored for 
Marseille, who are 3-2 up on the 
Czechoslovak champions but well 
aware two away goals could stand 
Sparta in good stead. 

Spanish champions Barcelona 
have a 2-0 cushion going into the 
second leg of their European Cup 
tie at Kaiserslautern in Germany, 
but they are straggling to find 
form in the league and were incky 
to escape with a 2-2 draw away to 
Logroues Sunday. 

Injury to defender Alberto 
Ferrer added to Johan Cruyff’s 
selection problems. Cruyff 
already had Basque striker Juan 
Goflroetxea and foil back Juan 
Carlos on the injured list, while 
international midfielder Guiller- 
mo Amor has one more game of a 
five-match suspension from 


European competition to serve. 

Atietico Madrid, 3-0 winners at 
home to Manchester United in 
the first leg of their second round 
Cup Winners’ Cup tie, have gone 
off the bofl in the league but are 
dill in second place after a 1-0 
weekend victory over Osasuna. 

Apart from a doubt about mid- 
fielder Juan Vizcaino, coach 
Aragones should be able to field 
a full strength side for the second 
leg in Manchester. 

The Cup Winners’ Cup holders 
emerged from a lean spell during 
which they feD from the top of the 
English first division as well as 
losing in Madrid by reclaiming 
top spot with a fighting 2-0 home 
win over Sheffield United Satur- 
day. 

Dutch champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven are determined to win a 
foogh European Cup dash with 
Anderiecht in Brussels and reach 
tiie third round. The first leg 
ended in a goalless draw. 

PSV manager Kees Ploegsma 
calculated that if PSV reached tfre 
round-robin stage, when the re- 
maining eight dubs play in two 
pods, the dub’s coffers would be 
boosted by around five million 
guilders ($2.7 million). 


LONDON (R) — Andre Agassi, 
the flamboyant American at the 
centre of a row over the inaugural 
Grand Slam Cup last year, has 
turned down an invitation to play 
in tins year’s event, organisers 
said Monday. 

But the 1991 cup, to be played 
in Munich next month with a 
prize of $6 million, has attracted a 
top field, inducting all the year’s 
Grand Slam champions. 

Borris Becker, Jim Courier, 
Michael Stick and Stefan Ed berg 
will join the 16-man battle for the 
top prize of $2 million dollars. 

Ivan Lendl, ranner-up to Beck- 
er in the Australian Open final, 
and veteran favourite Jimmy 
Connors will also appear. 

Agassi, who lost tins year’s 
French Open final to Courier, 
provoked a row last year when he 
broke a contract by pulling out of 
the Grand Slam Cup at the last 
minute, saying it was not an 
important event. 

He was later fined $25,000. 

Several other players criticised . 
the cup, saying its prize money 
was too large and it was an 
attempt by the Grand Slam chair- 
men and tiie Inte rnational Tennis 
Federation (TTF) to overshadow 


tiie Association of Tennis Profes- 
sionals (ATP) own year-ending 
tournament. 

ITF spokesman Ian Barnes said 
organisers were disappointed that 
Agassi would not play next 
month. 

“His agent stud he still feels 
‘some negatives* about the 
event.” Barnes said. 

“I think it is disappointing for 
the fans not to see such an attrac- 
tive player because there is no 
doubt that be is one of the char- 
ismatic players currently around 
bat it is a very strong field even 
so.” 

Last year’s winner, American 
Pete Sampras, qualified only as 
one of the two alternates this 
time, based on his Grand Slam 
performance over the year, and 
decided to give up his place to the 
next in line, Australian Todd 
Woodbridge. 

“Sampras didn’t want to come 
to Europe without the certainty 
that he wqjild play,” Barnes, said 

The field also includes Austra- 
;tian Open semiflfialist Patrick, 
McEnroe and bis American com- 
patriot David Wheaton, who 
reached the last four at Wimble- 
don. 


Gough back in Scotland 
squad after argument 


LONDON (R) — Richard 
Gongh has been recalled to Scot- 
land's sguad for a European 
Championship qualifier against 
San Marino next week, just two 
months after a highly publicised 
row with international nmnayr 
Andy Roxburgh. 

Gough and Roxburgh were in- 
volved in a public argument at 


Glasgow Airport in September as 
Scotland returned from their 
Group 2 qualifying dash with 
Switzerland in Berne. 

The Glasgow Rangers captain 
had dedared himself unfit to play 
just 24 hours before the 2-2 draw 
and Roxburgh was upset by the 
lateness of the influential defen- 
der’s withdrawal. 


Appelmans wins 1st tennis title 


SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (R) — 
Third-seeded Sabine Appelmans 
of Belgium won 11 of the last 13 
games Sunday to capture her first 
professional title with a 7-5 6-1 
win over 15-year-old American 
Chanda Rubm in the, $150,000 
Arizona Tennis Classic. 


‘Tm so bapy, I knew it was my 
chance today,” said Appelmans, 

whose $27,000 winner’s check 
was the biggest of her three-year 


career. The victory lifted Appel- 
mans to a career-high 18th in the 
rankings. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

*1991 Tioune Meoe Sonus. Me 


TOMMY AT THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 Q 10 9 
TK9 
v A J 6 4 
* A K 7 3 


WEST 
#86432 
T 7 

: Q 10 7 2 
* 10 4 2 


EAST 
♦ A 7 
J 8 5 2 
. K 9 5 3 
4 8 6 5 
SOUTH 
* K J0 
.' A Q 10 6 4 3 

\ a 

*Q J 9 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

I NT Pass 3 v Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 7 Pass 

5 * Pass 6 T 


Opening lead: Three of # 

Since the Spring North American 
Championships were being held in 
Atlantic City, NJ., Trump Coup 
Tommy decided it was an excellent 
time to indulge two of his pas- 
sions— bridge and a fling at the 
gaming tables. He was soon afforded 
an opportunity to display his rare . 
talent— an ordinary player 99 per- 
cent of the time. Tommy became a 
virtuoso when faced with a bad 
trump break. 

By firet jumping to three hearts 
and then taking out three no trump 


to four hearts. Tommy was making 
a slam suggestion — with a weaker 
hand he would simply* have bid four 
hearts directly over, the no trump 
opening. North's cue-bid of five 
clubs was a waste of time, for Tom- 
my had never been known to reject 
an invitation. North ought as weD 
have bid six hearts right away.' 

West led a spade to East’s see, 
and Tommy won the return in hand 
with the kin g, keeping every possi- 
ble entry to dummy. To prepare for 
a possible trump coup. Tommy 
cashed the ace of diamonds and 
ruffed a diamond. Since declarer 
could claim if trumps were divided. 
Tommy continued with the see and 
king of hearts. When West failed to 
follow to the second trump, a gleam 
appeared in Tommy’s eye. 

Declarer ruffed another diamond, 
reducing his bump length to that of 
East and, since East would have to 
bold at least three chibs for a trump 
coup to succeed. Tommy cashed the 
queen and jack of clubs and then 
entered dummy with a dub to the 
king. When declarer now led the ace 
of dubs. East was trapped. If the 
defender failed to trump, declarer 
would discard a spade, and any plain 
card from dummy would then coup 
East out of his trump trick. And if 
East ruffed the dub. it would simply 
mean waving the white flag a trick 
earlier. 


|YES.MAAM..INEED| 
TO 60 HOME ID 
MAKE MV 006 
A SAN PUNCH.. 

r zr 



I D HAVE TO BE 60NE 
FOR AWHILE BECAUSE 
HEUKEST0WAVE 
ME READ TO HIM 
WHILE HE EATS.. 

M 


© 
i rA 



HE POESN^T TAKE 
KINDLY, HOWEVER, 
TO SARCASM.. 

r"1 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroH Righter Foundafidh 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The late 
evening finds you with may interesting 
ideas and a considerable amount at 
enemy. Gening together with others 
can lead to a great deal of positive 
prog re ss and success. 


the one who does understand fabW 
others would Eke yon to help them v " ' 
their m ucctna so do it their way 
yours. 


AME S: (March 21 to April 19) Joining 
with good friends and inter e sti ng ac- 
quaintances at U 1 - many interesting 
outlets that mean anything at all to you 
can bring best 


Ilia? A: (September 23 to October SZjJ 
You can have a wonderful day so her 
your duties in back of yon eatfy-hfcd| 

;e to meet those with wfaoteyfin’ 

like to join the recreation^— 


TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) You are 
more butnanstarian than usually now 
«d are able to see bow yon can be more 
a force in the world of outride activity 
and especially where social service is 
concerned. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to NovcftKr 
21) Has is your tone to show yon idfow 
what is basic and wbat is fluff and if yon 
c oncent ra te upon new age methods 
aiding yon to have more substance «Bx 


git* 5 ______ 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon can 
certainl y join with n e wc ome rs in the 
things they Bke to do the most and find 
out the various besots that have mwig 
them 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to Do- 1 
cembte2I) Now ym are afafc to finite: v 
various activities that bring yon in tittefa ' 
and in greater accord with thorn MM- ■’ 
companions who mean so modi .' 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to lag - 
r Hri 


MOON CHILDREN: pane 22 to July 
21) li s ten to that prophetic b un ch that 


if trying to rive yon the right slant how 
yon can make better progress in yoor 


dealings with others. 


LEO: (July 22 to Angust 21) Think out 
what you would Bke to have that brings 
more aceord with yon and your partners 
and then get in touch with them and let 
them know what it in yoor mind. 


ary 20) Yon need to update your 
city, your poss e ssions, yoar incomer so 
yon can have more pro sperity when ysu- 
necd in which oonld be approedUffc; ’ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to FetvW 
19) Take some time out to stow yon arc 
socially minded and a great entertainer 
whether socially or where your own 
hangup, talents are c on txiiictl . 



VIRGO: (August 22 to Sept emb er 22) 
This is yoor tane to make sure you are 


nSCES: (February 20 to March &)) 
Yon need to withdraw a bit and loot at 
sanomuEag conditions to see jm Uttr 
yon can best benefit through hater 
p re pa ring yourself for future MfcgO 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARWS 



. j : 


*Our heat bill is up 20% ! Where 
the heck is global warming 
when you need it?” 


-.--I 




Unscramble these four Junfoies, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD . 

by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea ,! 


TESCA 




DUJEG 



_ 



ENGRYT 


HH 




GLABEN 


m 

m 

UL 


A PRACTICAL JOKE' 
15 THE ONE THATS 
PLAYEP ON 
SOMEONE 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


O Asuan Fuumcu! I 



Printanswerhem: QJCLfeo 


P® STOCK 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers t om orrow) 
TRUANT GLOOMY 


'M 


Jumbles: WAFER PUPIL 

vefy is the only thing that doesn’t 
out - - - WHEN YOU WEAR IT OUT 


wear 




™ Pw « nt da 


% 
.1- WIb 


Rasa. 


The 


i ^ ar. 1 ~ rc 

THE Daily Crossword * a** .***»««,* 


*•053.84. 


ACROSS 
1 Baabawfer 
5 Ethnic group 
8 Essay 

12 Melody 

13 Eagle's weapon 

14 Son cheese 




The Straits J 


15 NotaWe couple 
r drink 


18 Sommer i 

19 Woes 

20 Matriculate 

21 Canasta card 

22 Broadway 
angels 

24 Christmas 
reindeer 

27 Puts on cargo 

28 Afr. plant 

29 Prepared apples 

30 Schedule totters 
33 Notable couple 

37 Henpack 

38 Nostrils 

39 Lab burner 

40 Early fur trader 

41 Certify 

43 Primitive belief 
46 Hambietoman 


MI8.76. 

do 

dosed 19 . 9 ( 


471 

48 Make money 

49 Summing salon 
52 Notable couple 

56 Thrall of yore 

57 Venetian 
magistrates 

58 QED word 

59 Soak flax 

60 ProhRjftionfSts 

61 Squirming 



09*1 Tram MMB Smw. Inc. 
ewnfkrmw 


DOWN 

1 Tibetan pri e st 

2 Uninteresting 

3 MCs Hem 

4 Scrooge word 

5 Make a 
comeback 

a Woe is me) 

7 — amore 

8 Remnant 

9 Overdone 

10 Stair part 

11 Time segments 

13 Certain rooter 

14 Financial 
institutions 


16 Er 
17B; 

21 Afterward 

22 Minnesinger's 
kin 

23 Yemen efty 

24 Daybreak 

25 Inter — 

26 BaHad 

27 Recluse 

29 Ricochet 

30 n. cathedral city 

31 weights 

32 Pre-med subi. 

34 Certain 
information 

35 Diner Sign 

36 Riga native 

40 Liturgical 
vestment 

41 w«b hanging 

42 TenriBe pt song 

43 Horatio — 

44 TLC giver 

45 ’■—give you 
anything..." 

46 Weeds 


nnnn ranmn nnnnn 
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nnn nnn nnn 
nnn mono □ rx” 
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nnnramniTinnnnnonn 
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nran nnnn nnn 

nnn nnn nnn 
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48 Nervous 

49 Faster 

50 Burst of noise 

51 Ostentatious 


S3 Append 
SSNaithsr'a 




partner 
56 Bom 
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Jordan Times 

in Co- epara ti oH with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 

A&WWC 

rt09F 

»7Ti79i 



1.7675 

1.7648 

JjjSnisch* Mark 

1.6445 

1.6476 

Swiss Franc 

1.4455 

1.448 5 

^eneb Franc 

5.6255 

5.6298** 

S^kiiksc Y«" 

129.75 

129.65 

European Curreny Unit 
»orfi • — 

T7445 

1.2436** 


pjprtpam Upenfag (a KM a.n. CMT 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


4$. Dollar 



5.00 


iStarting Pound 

10.43 

10.25 

10.51 

10. 12 


9.00 

9.37 

9.57 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 

7.81 

8.25 

8.25 

8.06 

mSXSHHHI 

8.99 

9.18 


9.24 

Jlpanese Yen 

6.15 

6.09 

5.S7 

5.59 

yBUropeau Currency Uni! ' 
aw ' 

9.56 

9.81 

9.87 

9.37 


Date: 4/11/91 



USD/Oz 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Cm 


355.75 

6.85 

Silver 

4.08 

.090 


C«|tnd Baade of Jordan Cntang* Rate BnlMiii 

Dat 


s: 4/11/91 


-Cuniiucy 

Bid 

Offer 


0.6840 

0.6860 ' 

Sterling Pound 

1.2072 

1.2132 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4157 

0.4178 

Swiss Franc 


0.4753 

French Franc 

0.1222 

0.1216 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5262 • 

0.5288 

Dutch Guilder 


0.3703 

Swedish Krona 

0.1140 

“CT7?g 

Italian Lira 4 

0.0554 

0.0557 

Belgian Franc 

0.0984 

0.01994 


• Prr 1M 
Mmt Currencies 


* 4/11/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7850 

1.7950 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.0772 

0.0777 

Saadi Rival 

0.1821 

0.1831 

Kuwaiti Dinar 


— 

Qnari RiyaJ 

0.1855 

0.1865 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2100 

Omani Rival 

wmnm 


UAEJHrham >• i 

nrnmaamt^^s. 

0.r«S5-'-^’-- r - 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3608 

0.3808 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4796 

1.4900 


'AB huBces for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

2/11/51 Close 

3/11/91 close 

All-Share * 


124.51 

Santlng Sector 

105.11 

105.19 

insurance Sector 

125.18 

126.39 

industry Sector 

154.29 

153.95 

Services Sector 

132.51 

132.15 


December .'I. IWO = 100 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


MKYO — The market was dosed for a national holiday. Trading 
Q resume on Tuesday. On Friday the Nikkei average dosed 
5,04 points or 0.71 per cent down at 25,044.24. 

DNEY Scattered selling in the resources sector left the 

trket weaker. The All Ordinaries Index dosed 2.4 points down 

JU581.7. 

JNG KONG — The market rose on the back of Friday’s 
Itpoint cut in interest rates. The Hang Seng Index ended 45.22 
ipts up to dose at 4,083.84. 

KG AFORE —Shares dosed mixed in lacklustre trading ahead 
Tuesday’s holiday. The Straits Times Industrial Index closed 
^points higher at 1,418.76. 

h&fBAY — The market was closed for the Hindu festival of 
fe holiday. Trading will resame on Thursday. Tire Bombay 
bek Exchange index closed 19.96 points higher at 1,909.80 on 

fefcy- 


Arms makers still see 
main markets in 


DUBAI (R) — Arms merchants, 
nnimpressed by the peace talks 
between Israel and its Arab foes, 
turned out in fence in Dubai 
Sunday convinced the Middle 
East remains one of the last 
promisin g arms markets in the 
world. 

The Dubai *91 airshow has 
attracted more than 400 defence 
firms, ail eager to sell weapons to 
nations for whom the Gulf war 
was a graphic illustration of the 
need for self-defence. 

“In our view all of the Gulf 
countries have come to the 
realisation that they have to in- 
crease their defence capabilities 
as a result of the war,” said Aldo 
Massara, president of the Rayth- 
eon Middle East Company. 

Raytheon, maker of Patriot 
anti-missile tmaalef which took 
out Iraqi Send missiles over Saudi 
Arabia and Israel during the war, 
set up a new company in Dubai 
last month to boost sales to the 
region. 

“Our belief is that they (Gulf 
dates) will definitely devote 
more funds for their defence,” 
Mr. Massara said. 

“There are only two growth 
areas in tire world — tire Middle 
East and the Far East,” said a 
European industry official who 
asked not to be named. 

“Obviously the Middle East 
peace talks could change that, but 
my view is that the talks won’t 
have much of an effect, certainly 
not in tire short term,” be pointed 
out. 

Mr. Massaro said that despite 
the talks countries in die region 
would still have to defend them- 
selves. “The history of the Mid- 
dle East is such that even with a 
successful peace co nfere nce peo- 
ple are going to have to defend 
tilemsevles. ,, 

Industry officials at tire confer- 
ence, which opened Sunday, pre- 
dict the peace talks will drag on 
for years, leaving the region’s 
appetite for arms as strong as 
ever. 

They say that despite the end 
of the cold war, winch is cutting 
defence spending in Europe and 
tire United States, the Middle 
East remains strategically impor- 
tant — it still holds over two- 
thirds of the world's crude oil 
reserves. 

■■ “The Middle East countries 
collectively possess the greatest 
raw -material tr e as ure-; in the 
wbrtd^.saMf^i/olfgSg beinisch, 

1 dfr fc ctflr of ''research afjUBS 
Securities Inc. 

“In and of itself, that would 
appear to make all of the coun- 
tries in tire area vulnerable to the 
threat of aggressive fence,” he 
added. 

Some of the region’s wealthiest 
states make no secret of their 
wish to arm against future atta c k . 

Saudi Arabia, which plans to 
double tire size of its aimed 
forces, said last week it wants to 
extend its A1 Yamamah air de- 
fence project. 

Anns industry executives ex- 
pect major new deals over the 
next few years but several offi- 


cials said the United States was 
expected to win the Hoo's share of 
any big defence contracts, reflect- 
ing its dominant role in winning 
tire Gulf war. 

The new orders may not, 
however, be announced im- 
mediately. 

“With the Middle East peace 
con fe rence going on and with tire 
concerns of tire U.S. government 
about proceeding with major 
arms sales to tire Middle East, 
there is going to be a period of 
deep analysis over who gets 
what,” James Lewis, president of 
Raytheon's Saudi Arabian prog- 
ramme said. 

The chairman of Tbomson- 
CSF said that despite falling 
world arms spending, his com- 
pany will slide to its core military 
businesses rather than diversify 
like many of its competitors. 

“We do not believe in the 
swords to ploughshares theory,” 
Thomson-CSF Chairman Alain 
Gomez told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

Paris-based Thomson-CSF 
would continue with its strategy 
of expanding its defence activities 
through selective acquisitions, 
joint ventures and cooperation 
agreements, be said. 

Unlike rivals such as G.M. 
Hughes Electronics, which wants 
to cut its reliance on defence sales 
by expanding its civil activities, 
Tfiomson-CSF has no desire to 
diversify away from its military 
work through acquisitions. 

*We do not believe that tire 
transfer of activities from defence 
professional electronics to non- 
defence professional electronics 
is so easy to implement and we 
don’t believe it’s necessary,” Mr. 
Gomez said. 

“Neither are we believers in 
big diversification strategies, like 
if you put a few billion francs on 
the table and you buy ... an 
automotive electronics or tele- 
coms business,” Mr. Gomez said, 
adding Thomson-CSF had consi- 
dered and rejected both options. 

“Right or wrong, we believe 
that we don’t need foal,” he said. 
“We believe that by. strictly 
capitalising on positions in our 
core businesses in defence we can 
fare well financially.” 

Mr.. Gomez repeated earlier 
forecasts that Thomson-CSF, 
whose products include missile 
systems, fighter aircraft electro- 
nics -apd flight jamtalators, - would 
report: higher profits through 
1993 despite tire expected decline 
in world arms sales following the 
end of the cold war. 

Thomson-CSF had net attribut- 
able profit of 2.18 billion francs 
(S390 million) in 1990. 

Mr. Gomez said Thomson- 
CSFs 1991 earnings could in- 
crease by around 5.6 per cent — 
its frist-half net attributable in- 
come — but stressed that this was 
not a forecast or c ommi t men t. 

Mr. Gomez said be saw overall 
defence spending rWJimng in the 
next few years as the United 
States and European countries 
pared down their military 
budgets. 


Byelarus wants 
foreign investors 


COLOGNE, Germany (R) — 
The breakaway Soviet republic of _ 
Byelorussia wants to attract fore- 
ign investors by privatising land 
and property, its president has 
said. 

Stanislau . Suskievic, whose 
country changed its name to 
Byelarus and declared independ- 
ence in late August, said the 
republic planned a wide privatisa- 
tion programme. 

Byelarus was capable of re- 
paying its share of the Soviet 
Union's foreign debt, Mir. Sus- 
kievic was quoted as saying with-. 


out elaboration. 

He emphasised the republic’s 
economic capability, saying 
Byelarus had produced consumer 
goods in the past which had 
proved exportable. He assured 
German officials the republic 
would not use credits to buy food 
supplies. 

Tlie republic still suffered from 
effects of the 1986 disaster at 
Chernobyl . nuclear power sta- 
tion in the Ukraine and some 
people would need resettling 
from highly radioactive areas in 
the future, he said. 
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But he ex p ect e d the fell in 
Western spending to bottom out 
near tire middle of the decade and 
arms spending in tire Middle East 
and the Far East to rise through- 
out tire period, improving the 
outlook for the industry to w a i d s 
the end of the 1990s. 

“Even if we don’t succeed in 
compensating with increased 
market share for the shrinking 
overall market ... we win be in a 
position to see oar profits ... 
regularly increase as of 1991 from 
efficiency improvements, cost 
rotting, restructuring,” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Gomez said be was not 
averse to expanding the com- 
pany’s non-defence activities, but 
he added tins would be pursued 
by exploiting technologies de- 
veloped from its existing military 
work for civilian uses. 

Mr. Gomez said that over tire 
longer term, the firm would con- 
tinue to pursue its strategy of 
making acquisitions or finding 
joint ventures and cooperation 
agr eeme nt to enhance its defence 
business. 

“We will try to make the most 
of the market opportunities, 
wherever they lie, but we don’t 
think that wfll be enough,” he 
added. 

“Therefore we also have a very 
definite ... policy of extending 
our base, which means participat- 
ing in the quite huge restructuring 
... in tire Western world’s defence, 
industry,” he noted. 

He said further restructuring of 
Europe’s defence industry, with 
increasing cross-border mergers 
and joint ventures, was desirable 
and probably inevitable because 
national markets could not sup- 
port tire necessary research and 
development spending. 


New world order 
may put in order 
global debt disorder 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Debt 
forgiveness is becoming part of 
the new world order as the fall of 
communism focuses the attention 
of major industrial governments 
on hard times in eastern Europe 
and tire Third World. 

In recent years, 14 creditor 
governments have forgiven more 
than $30 billion owed them by 
nearly 150 countries. Work! Bank 
officials estimate. 

“Step by step there are more 
and more precedents to write 
some of the debt off tire books,” 
said Ernest Preeg, former chief 
economist at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

Eventually, even some of the 
Soviet Union’s S6S trillion debt 
will have to be forgiven, said Mr. 
Preeg, now an economics analyst 
at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, a private 
think tank in Washington. 

The United States, which has 
the most debt to fogive, has been 
among the slowest to come 
around. 

Debt reductions by tire United 
States and other lenders of more 
than $10 bflhon each for Poland 
and Egypt increased pressure to 
write off debt of other countries . 
with huge foreign obligations. 

The creditors said these were 
special cases: Egypt was being 
rewarded for its help in tire Gulf 
war, Poland for taking a bold lead 
in bringing eastern Europe out of 
the communist system. 

Nonetheless, many countries 
poorer than Egypt or Poland 
consider themselves equally de- 
serving. 

Debtors still owe about $300 
billion to individual governments 


and SI trillion to banks, other 
private lenders and international 
organisations. 

In addition to tire United States 
and Germany, countries that 
already have forgiven debt to one 
or more poorer nations include 
France, Belgium, Britain, Cana- 
da, Japan, Norway, Denmark, 
the Nethelands, Italy, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Finland. 

For tire borrowers, debtfogive- 
ness offers a partial solution to a 
financial headache that won't go 
away. 

For tire lenders, it offers a way 
of boosting other economies and 
opens the way to collecting at 
least amounts from coun- 
tries that, in some cases, haven't 
been paying anything. 

At least temporarily, it seems 
to have eased pressure from 
Hurd World debt. 

“Things are quiet now, but that 
debt bomb is still ticking out 
there,” said RioTdan Roett, 
director of T-atm American stu- 
dies at Johns Hopkins University. 

He said a crisis could erupt if 
there were a new surge in the 
price of oil or interest rates or if a 
serious recession shrinks markets 
for the goods of debtor countries. 

Britain has taken a leading role 
in tire anti-debt crusade. Prime 
Minister John Major proposed 
last year that industrial giants 
write off $17 billion in loans to 20 
of the world's poorest countries, 
mostly in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Mr. Major was pressing the 
proposal at a recent meeting of 
tbe so-called Paris Chib, where 
the world's leading lenders 
gather. He has said Britain will go 
ahead with its own reductions if a 


worldwide effort is not under- 
taken. will join in, and so 

mny Australia and some Euro- 
pean countries. 

But some nations, particularly 
the United States and Japan, are 
resisting. 

Tbe Bush administration, fac- 
ing a budget deficit estimated at 
billion, is partly constrained 
by a new law that requires action 
by Congress when a debt writeoff 
reduces U.S. income. 

U.S. officials say tire American 
role in Mr. Major’s proposal 
would be to forgive about two- 
thirds of what the 20 countries 
owe the United States for arms, 
food aid, development aid and 
loans for industrial equipment 
from tbe Export-Import Bank. 
The World Bank’s top economist 
on debt, John Underwood, estri- 
mateH the U.S. share at S1.2 
billion. 

Japan has indicated it would go 
along only when all the others do. 

Tire United States already has 
forgiven nearly $1 billion of debt 
for the poorest countries. It has 
started to do more for countries 
in- the western hemisphere, some 
of them rather more prosperous 
than those Mr. Major wants to 
help, under a programme called 
“Enterprise for the Americans.” 

The grandfather of all aid prog- 
rammes — the U.S. Marshall 
plan for Western Europe after 
World War II — was largely 
grants. In tire 1960s the United 
States turned to making loans 
instead. It came late to debt 
forgiveness, beginning in the 
1989 -. 


Castro declares Cuba ‘wide 
open' to foreign investment 


HAVANA (R) — President 
Fidel Castro said Sunday that* 
Cuba was opening wide its social- 
ist economy to private foreign 
investors and would be a good 
partner nr joint business deals. 

. “We’re opening up very wide, 
as 'wide as V possible,” ffie 65- 
year-old Cuban leader said as be 
inaugurated the ninth Havana In- 
ternational Trade Fair, attended 
by more than 700 firms from 24 
nations. 

Mr. Castro underlined tbe im- 
portance Cuba was allocating to 
foreign investment as part of an 
economic survival strategy drawn 
up by a congress of the ruling 
Communist Party in October. 

Tbe government was looking 
for foreign partners to provide 
capital, technology and markets 
for business ventures in many 
sectors of tbe Cuban economy, 
notably in tourism but also in 
bao-tedmology and manufactur- 


ing, be said. 

Mr. Castro said the new inves- 
tors would not be allowed to 
become “owners of our country,” 
an apparent reference to the 
situation before the 1959 revohi- 
ti on. when U.S. businessmen con- 
trolled large parts of the Cuban 
economy. 

“We Cubans will be tbe owners 
of our own country,” he said, 
adding: “But we will be tire best 
possible partners in the search for 
common interests.” 

Cuban trade officials say the 
island has struck more than 50 
deals on projects with foreign 
investors so fer this year and is 
negotiating another 100 ventnres. 

Mr. Castro said the foreign 
investment drive did not contra- 
dict the socialist ideology 
espoused by his one-party com- 
munist government. 

“Collaboration between, the 
socialist system and tbe capitalist 


system is perfectly compatible,” 
he said. 

Tbe trade fair opened a week 
before an expected debate at the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly on a 30-year-old U.S. trade - 
embargo against Cuba, which 
Havana wants lifted.- 

Foreign Trade Minister Ricar- 
do Gabrisas said Cuba’s efforts to 
extend its international trade 
Knks imuk. tire U.S. embargo all 
tire more “unreal, condemnable, 
absurd and criminal.” 

Mr. Castro said Cuba was in 
fact confronting a twin bkxkade, 
tire U.S. embargo coupled with 
tire collapse of communism in 
eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union, which was gradually 
Mocking off what had been the 
source of 85 per cent of Cuba’s 
trade. 

. Reflecting tins re a l ig nm ent of 
Cuban trade, fewer Soviet com- 
panies were represented at this 


year’s fair, although one signifi- 
cant newcomer was the chamber . 
of commerce at Lithuania, the 
newly independent Baltic state 
recognised by Havana. 

Another , listed new exhibitor 
was the trade ministry of Iraq.. 
Cnba opposed the U.S.-led coali- 
tion that fought against Iraq in • 
tiie Gulf war earlier this year. 

Unlike past years, there were 
no firms representing Czechoslo- ' 
vakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, . 
Yugoslavia, Poland or Romania, 
all former communist allies of 
Cuba and former trading partners 
of tire now-defunct Comecon. 

Stressing what be called tbe 
“markedly Larin American char- 
acter” of tire fear, Mr. Cabrisas 
said 10 Latin American countries 
were represented out of the total 
24 nations present. 

The 1991 fair also featured the 
strongest Cuban participation 
ever of 110 companies, 45 more 
than last year. 


Located on the 4th Circle, it consists of two bedrooms, one riving 
room, L shaped very spacious sitting & dining room, (8x8x4) 
metre, kitchen (4x5) metre, two bathrooms, telephone. 

For Information please contact tel. 641851 after 2 pm. 
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. New Villa Far Rant 

Composed of 3 bedrooms, living half, dining hail, 
3 bathrooms, maid room, garage, surrounding garden, 
new kitchen, outside terrace, superdeluxe finishings. 
JD5500, in AkJandaweel. 

Call: 822640 
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Morning meeting 
■ Wed. November 6, 10 a.m. Marriott Hotel. 
Afternoon meeting. 

Wed. November 13, 4 p.m. Marriott Hotel. 

All are welcome 
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A. (jluu/a Siiloufy i^ftkaeen 


M.D.yD.C.H. (London) 

Consultant Paediatridan-Neonatolojpst 
Head Paediatric Dept. (King Hussein Medical 
Centre) 

Member of LC.P 

Announces the opening of her clinic 


Jabal Al Hussein - opposite Ministry of Health 
Tel : Clinic: 696929 - Res.: 815121 Amount 





Fourth floor apartment in a building of 8 apartments located in 
the 7th Circle area Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining, large 
veranda, 2 bathrooms and central heating. The building has a 
lift 

For more information please call tel: 671155, 675289 


Deluxe furnished apartment, consisting of two bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen, two bathrooms, veranda, 
central heating, telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, First Circle, behind Malhas 
Hospital. 

Annual rent only. 

Pis. call tel.^24730 Amman. 



MUSH aim era 


The Spanish Cultural Centre will hold an extensive 
Spanish course for beginners. 

The course starts on Nov, 11 and will last until Dec. 
18 1991 

Registration for the course starts on Nov. 4, 1991. 
Class days: Saturdays, Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

For more Information plofltt ctiltlM Spanish Guttural 
Centre, Jabal Amman, the Third Cfrcfo — behind Hotel 
Jordan Intercontinental, Mohammad Hafez Street 
TeL 624049-610858. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

One of the biggest foreign investment companies in 
Amman, now has two vacancies for salespersons. . 

The candidates must have the following qualifications: 
1- Jordanian. 

2*. Under 30 years old. 

3- BJV. in Business Administration. 

4- Good command of English. 

5- No experience. 

6- Driving licence is preferable. 

Plaata sand your personal C.V. and the expected 
salary to P.O.Box (910180) Amman~Jordan, with a 
photo and necessary certificates. 
































































































8 


World News 


MHlions stay at home in ‘biggest 
South African strike ever* 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Mo- 
tions of black South Africans 
went on strike Monday in what 
labour unions called the biggest 
stoppage in (he country’s history 
and a massive vote of no confi- 
dence in the white government. 

The two-day protest against the 
imposition of value added tax 
(VAT) was baptised in blood. An 
eve-of-strike battle between rival 
black factions on a gold mine 
Mind 15 and wounded 43. 

At least 19 other blacks died in 
sporadic outbreaks of township 
warfare across the country Sun- 
day. It could not be determined if 
these deaths were linked to the 
labour unrest or were the result 
of continuing political fighting 
that has killed more than 3,000 in 
black townships in the past year. 

Jay Naidoo, head of the 
umbrella Congress of South Afri- 
can Trade Unions (COSATU), 
said three million workers had 
stayed at home to protest against 
VAT which many label an “apar- 
theid tax.” Protesters say it un- 
fairly penalises poor blacks by 
raising the prices of basic foods. 

“Initial information indicates 
tins is the biggest strike ever in 
this country,” Mr. Naidoo said. 

“It is dearly almost a referen- 
dum in which people have cast a 


vote of no confidence in the 
government.” 

Mr. Naidoo said between 80 
and 90 per cent of black workers 
in cities, towns and the country- 
side had obeyed tbe strike call by 
COSATU and its allies, princi- 
pally Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANQ. 

He said tbe white government 
of President F.W. de Klerk had 
been given a powerful messa g e 
that it cannot restructure the eco- 
nomy without the consent of the 
mass Hack movements. 

Although the strike was pri- 
marily over VAT, it was seen as a 
major trial of str e ngt h between 
the government and tbe ANC, 
the biggest black party, as they 
prepare for negotiations on a 
democratic constitution. 

With tbe government running 
the economy and controlling tbe 
security forces, and with anti- 
aparthied sanctions crumbling 
and its armed struggle suspended, 
mass action is the ANCs most 
powerful lever. 

The ANC and its labour allies 
want a real say in running the 
transition from 300 years of white 
supremacy. 

Government, onions and the 
ANC had appealed for calm dur- 
ing the strike and police reported 


no intimidation or violence 
directly linked to the stoppage 
Monday. 

Reuter photographer Juda 
Ngwenya saw four shot and hack- 
ed corpses in tbs townships of 
Vosloorus and Kadehong east of 
Johannesburg Monday, but the 
motives for their kiHing were not 
dear. 

Tbe deaths all occurred near 
migrant worker hostels, stron- 
gholds of the anti-strike Tnlratha 
Freedom Party of Zulu leader 
Chief Mangosuthu Butbelezi. But 
the hostels have been focal points 
for violence throughout the 
township wars and most were 
peaceful Monday. 

Anglo-American Corporation 
reported 15 killed at its President 
Steyn Mine at Welkom, south of 
Johannesburg, when strikers 
apparently tried to prevent work- 
era reporting for the night shift 
Sunday. 

Mr. Naidoo said half the na- 
tion's gold miners; had stopped 
work and that farm workers bad 
joined a national stayaway for the 
first time. 

Initial reports from across the 
country were of empty commuter 
trains of buses and businesses 
limping along, if at all, with 
skeleton white crews. Tbe only 


busy roads were from white sub- 
urbs. 

It was like a sleepy Sunday in 
central Johannesburg, the busi- 
ness and industrial heart of the 
nation, and in its biggest satellite 
city, Soweto. 

COSATU spokesman Neil 
Coleman reported between 90 
and 100 per cent absenteeism in 
“all major industrial areas,” but 
that was disputed by police. 

National headquarters re- 
ported 100 per cent effectiveness 
in the Johannesburg and Pretoria 
region, but only 40 per cent in 
Cape Town and 50 per cent in 
Durban. 

However, spokesman for trans- 
port companies reported com- 
plete backing for the strike in 
Cape Town’s black township and 
commuter volumes around Dur- 
ban running at 15 per cent of 
normal. 

The industrial cities of Port 
Elizabeth and East London were 
described as being like ghost 
towns and tbe vehicle manufac- 
turing industry in the area was at 
a standstill. 

The government says the strike 
conk! cost the country, already 
gripped by the longest recession 
since World War n, some 2_5 
billion rands ($900 million). 


Fierce fighting in Croatia casts 
shadow over peace talks 


BELGRADE (R) — Tbe Yugos- 
lav army and Croatian forces 
Masted each other with artillery 
and mortars across Croatia Mon- 
day in some of the fiercest battles 
of their four-month conflict. 


In heavy fighting since Friday, 
at least 33 people have bear 
killed and more than 10,000 re- 
fugees driven from their homes. 

The dashes erupted despite the 
threat of European Community 
(EC) sanctions on any republic 
that does not accept an EC plan 
to transfor m Yugoslavia into a 
loose grouping of its six republics. 


Serbia is the only one that has 
rejected the latest EC attempt to 
end the conflict prompted by 
Croatia’s declaration of inde- 
pendence in June. TaUoTon the 
proposal are scheduled Tuesday 
in tbe Hague. 

Tan jug News Agency said the 
Serb-led army and Serbian 
irregulars had landed on the 
Croatian bank of the Danube 
River Sunday and started “final 
operations” to seize the town of 
Vukovar after a siege of more 
than 10 weeks. 


The commander of the vastly 
outnumbered Croatian miHrimc 
defending Vukovar said the town 
could fall vrithin hours unless they 
received urgent reinforcements. 

“Vukovar is in a very difficult 
and serious situation,” the com- 
mander, Milan Dedakovic, told a 
news conference by radio. 

Croatian media said MiG-21 
jet fighters fired on Vukovar hos- 
pital and other buildings. Air-raid 
sirens wailed in the capital, Zag- 
reb, and in other towns in the 
centre of tiie rebel republic where 
battles raged. 

A Reuter reporter saw artiUeiy 
and mortar dnels between Croa- 
tian forces and army units posi- 
tioned on hiTls overlooking the 
Adriatic port of Dubrovnik. 

The Gruz Harbour area came 
underfire. Croatian fighters laun- 
ched mortar shells from just out- 
side the walls of the city’s old 
town. 

Heavy fighting erupted in the 
northeastern city of Osijek, 
where six people were killed 
overnight, in Kariovac and Sisak 
in central Croatia and around 
Nova Gradiska on foe Belgrade- 


Hik 


Zagreb Motorway which 
been closed for weeks. 

In Belgrade, Serbia’s ruling 
Socialist Party of former Com- 
munists met ahead of a session of 
parliament to consider whether to 
accept the EC plan, which would 
formally end the 73-year-old 
Yugoslav state in its present 
form. 


Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic was defiant. 

Tan jug quoted him as saying in 
talks Sunday with Greek Foreign 
Minister Antonis Samaras: “Ser- 
bia cannot accept any ultimatums 
or the press u res it has been sub- 
jected to.” 

The EC has brokered most of 
the 10 ceasefires that have col- 
lapsed since clashes began. 


The 600,000 Serbs in Croatia, 
which has a population of 4.5 
million, oppose the independence 
declaration and are backed in the 
fighting by Serbia and the federal 
.aimed forces. 

Croatia says more than 2,500 
Croats and an unknown number 
of Serbs and federal sokfiers have 
been (tilled since June. 


Militants kill Communist 


politician in Punjab 


NEW DELHI (R) — Sikh nriB- 
tants killed a Communist politi- 
cian and bis five bodyguards in an 
ambush near the city of Jalandhar 
in the north Indian state of Pun- 
jab Monday, domestic news 
agencies reported. 

They said Sarwan Singh 
Gbeema, a former member of tbe 
state legislature, was killed when 
hts car was riddled with bullets in 
the ambush. The attackers 
escaped by car. 

Mr. Cbeema and his body- 
guards were among at least 21 
people killed in Punjab since Sun- 
day mgjht in the Sikh militant 
campaign for an independent 
homeland they call Khahstan, or 
land of the pore. 

Communists are frequently 
taigetted by the militants because 
they believe in a united India and 
frequently speak out against inde- 


pendence. 

Among the other dead were 
nine militan ts killed in encounters 
with security forces, die agencies 
said. 

Police have reported nearly 
5,000 deaths this year in the 
campaign. This com pa res with 
3,800 last year, which was double 
the number of deaths in 1989. 

Army troops, fanning out by 
the thousands to search for Sikh 
secessionists, exchanged heavy 
fixe early Monday with militants 
in one of their main hideout 
villages, sources said. 

little official word has 
emerged since the army launched 
Operation Night Thunder at 7 
p.m. (1330 GMT) Sunday , but a 
senior police official said 11,000 
to 12,000 troops were searching 
for the militants in tbe Tarn 
Taran district of Punjab state. 


Soviet general urges Korean 
weapons cuts, U.S. pullout 


SEOUL (AP) — The first Soviet 
general to visit South Korea 
proposed Monday that it make 
major arms cuts along until rival 
North Korea, and said U.S. 
troops should withdraw from the 
South to speed reconciliation. 

The Soviet Union is the only 
major power that has diplomatic 
ties to both the totalitarian. Com- 
munist .North and pro-Western 
South Korea and is sometimes 
seen as a pivotal player in easing 
tensions on tbe divided Korean 


Soviet Far Eastern mflitaxy. He 
was in Seoul to attend a confer- 
ence on Soviet military policy 
organised by Dankook Uni- 
versity. 

Sergey S. Razov, chief of foe 
Soviet^ Foreign Ministry's Far 
East Department, said Moscow 
wants North Korea to open its 
midear facilities. But he said 
Moscow will not use militar y or 


The peninsula was partitioned, 
in 1945. The two Koreas fought a' 
war in 1950-53, and never signed 
a peace treaty. Sane 13 million 
troops guard either side of their 
tightly sealed border, the last 
front in the cold war. 

“Neither the USSR nor the 
USA are interested in the 
aggravation of foe situation in 
Korea,” said General Viktor 
Nbvozhflov, commander of the 


Seoul has waged an escalating 
public campaign, including 
threats of military action, to con- 
vince the North to give up nuclear 
weapons development. The 
Noth has imposed a series of 
conditions, the latest being tile 
withdrawal of U.S. nuclear pro- 
tection for South Korea. 

Sooth Korea’s Foreign Mma- 
tiy Monday accused the North of 
using those demands as an encase 
to delay opening its nuclear facili- 
ties to international inspection. 


Boat people 
transferred 
to defuse 
tensions in 
Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AP) — A week 
after agreeing on a plan to return 
Vietnamese refugees, British offi- 
cials Monday began moving 1,000 
residents of the largest refugee 
camp in an effort to defuse rising 
tensions. . 

More than 1,500 residents of 
tbe Whitehead Camp demons- 
trated against the Oct. 29 agree- 
ment signed by Vietnamese and 
British officials to ret urn the re- 
fugees, by force if necessary, to 
their impoverished homeland. 

More than 600 officers 
mounted a massive effort to move 
Vietnamese out of one section of 
the Whitehead Camp and into 
either the Hi g h Island Campor 
another section of Whitehead. 
The camp is home to more than 
25,000 Vietnamese. 

No further details were im- 
mediately available as to whether 
force was used to move tbe Viet- 
namese or how long the opera- 
tion would take. 

A government statement said 
that the oper a tion was “designed 
for more harmonious living con- 
ditions.” 

Section 3 has been the scene of 
several violent incidents in the 
last week. Whitehead is consi- 
dered the most dangerous of 
Hong Kong’s 12 camps. 

On Saturday, more than 400 
Vietnamese buried stones and 
punches at each other in a one- 
hour brawl. Security officers 
quelled- the Vietnamese after fir- 
ing dozens of tear gas canisters- 

On Friday night, eight people 
were injured in a melee involving 
300 Vietnamese. 

And on Thursday, a Vietnamese 

man was hacked to death by three 
fellow camp residents. Police are 
investigating why fa: was attack- 
ed. 


Baker: U.S. 


has ‘real 


problems’ 
with China 


MADRID (AP) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker said 
Sunday that be is going to visit 
China for taiirs this month be- 
cause of “real, problems” be- 
tween Washington and Pelting. 

Mr. Baker tokl reporters he 
would be in China Nov. 15-17 on 
a visit to Asia that will also take 
him to Korea and Japan. 

“ China has almost one-fourth 
of all the people in tbe world,” 
Mr. Baker said during a depar- 
ture from the main theme in a 
news conference about the Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

China “has nudear weapons,” 
he added. “It has great influence 
in tbe region. It has immense 
economic potential.” 

Tbe Bush administration has 
come under sharp criticism from 
the U.S. Congress for failing to 
retaliate strongly against China ’s 
bloody suppression of pro-demo- 
cracy forces in June 1989. 

Following the crackdown, 
Washington imposed a ban on 
high-level contacts with China, 
which remains in effect But both 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger and 
National Security Adviser Brent 
Scowcroft have gone to China 
since then, calling the trips visits 
rather than contacts. 

Critics of China in the United 
State? are also disturbed by Chi- 
na’s reported sales of ballistic 
missiles to the Middle East and 
by a growing trade surplus with 
the United States. 

There are other problems in 
the trade relationship, including 
reports that China uses prison 
labour to make cheap exports. 

“We have some real problems, 
and we can’t expect to make 
headway with these problems un- 
less we dsenss them,” said Mr. 
Baker. “Ignoring them will not 
make the problems go away.” 



Erich Honecker 


Moscow 
to extradite 
Honecker 
by end of 
November 


BERLIN (R) — Former East 
German Communist leader Erich 
Honecker will be extradited to 
Germany from tbe Soviet Union 
this month to face manslaughter 
charges, German Justice Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said. 

“He ’ll be back by the end of 
November,” the newspaper Ber- 
liner Kurier quoted Mr. Kinkel as 
saying in an interview published 
Monday. “By the end of Novem- 
ber all misunderstamngs and for- 
malities will be cleared up.” 

Mr. Honecker, toppled in a 
1989 anti-Communist revolution 
which led to German unification, 
fled to Moscow last March to 
avoid arrest on manslaughter 
charged arising from shoot-to-ldH 
orders to guards at the Berlin 
Wall. 

His refuge was jeopardised by 
the collapse of Soviet Communist 
rale after an abortive Kremlin 
coup in August Soviet officials 
have since implied Honecker can 
be extradited once legal and 
other issues are clarified. 

Mr. Kinkel said he had secured 
Foreign Minister Hana-Dietrich 
Genscher’s approval to make 
another formal approach to 
Soviet and Russian republic lead- 
ers for Mr. Honecker’s handover. 

Klaus Bleck, Bonn's ambassa- 
dor to Moscow, has been asked to 
determine whether jurisdiction 
over Mr. Honecker’s fate had 
passed to Russian Justice Minis- 
ter Nikolai Fyodorov from cen- 
tral Soviet authorities, - which 
have splintered since the putsch. 

Mr. Fyodorov was quoted by a 
German newspaper last week as 
saying Bonn should apply to him 
rather than tbe Kremlin for Hon- 
ecker’s extradition. 

Mr. Kinkel said after a visit to 
Moscow last month that tbe 
Soviet Union showed under- 
standing for Bonn's argument 
that Mr. Honecker should be re- 
turned. But he received no 
guarantees of cooperation. 

Mr. Honecker, 79,. East Ger- 
man leader from 1971 until his 
forced resignation in 1989, said in 
a television interview three weeks 
ago be was willing to return only 
if Berlin prosecutors dropped all 
charges against him. 

The German mass-circulation 
newspaper Bikl said Sunday that 
Soviet President Mikhail had dis- 
owned Mr. Honecker and refused 
to take calls from him. 

Bild, quoting usually reliable 
sources in Moscow, said Mr. 
Honecker was angered by Mr. 
Gorbachev’s attitude and felt the 
reformist Kremlin chief had bet- 
rayed brim. 
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Imelda Marcos returns to 
rapturous welcome 


MANILA (R) — Imelda Marcos 
returned from exfle Monday to a 
tumultuous welcome in the coun- 
try she and here disgraced late 
husband are accused of plunder- 
ing and told crowds outside her 
luxury hotel she would fight 
poverty. 

“I inherited from Marcos his 
love for this nation. This nation 
can be great again...” foe widow 
of ousted Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos tokl thousands 
of supporters. 

“As long as there is one Filipino 
who is poor, Imelda’s work will 
not be over,” she told cheering 
wellwishcrs waving balloons and 
a placards reading “we love you, 
Imelda” outside the Philippine 
Plaza Hotel. 

Mrs. Marcos has booked the 
imperial suite at a cost of $2,000 a 
day. Hotel staff said her entour- 
age had occupied all 60 rooms on 
the lLfo floor overlooking Manila 
Bay . 



Mis. Marcos, forced into exile 
with her husband by a 1986 “peo- 
ple’s power” revolt led by now- 
President Corazon Aquino, said 
she had no political agenda. 

“But I will give my heart as the 
mother of foe nation. I am 
appealing on bended knees for us 
to be muted.” 

Mrs. Marcos, 62, arrived from 
Hawaii by chartered Jumbo Jet to 
face charges that she helped steal 
$5 billion from tbe impoverished 
nation during the Marcoses’ 20 
years in power. 

Near-hysterical supporters 
chanted and let off firecrackers to 
welcome Mrs. Marcos, who says 
she has come home to dear the 
famil y nann* and arrange to bury 
her husband in the Philippines. 

Outside the hotel, supporters 
created a fiesta atmosphere. 
Streamers read “Marcos again” 
and “Marcos for 1992,” referring 
to a possible bid for presidential 
elections in May next year. 


The air rang with foe sound of 
drums, firecrackers and shouts of 
“Marcos pa rin” (Marcos 
.forever). 

“I came from America and 
they say if you can make it in New 
York, you can make it anywhere. 
I am your example,” she de- 
clared, jabbing her finger in the 
air. People wept and waved V for 
victory signs. 

Hundreds packed into foe 
hotel to catch a glimpse of her. 
Witnesses said a look of terror 
flitted across her face when they 
surged past a security cordon. 

The thousands of followers cre- 
ated a huge traffic jam of vans, 
buses, bicycles and cars, forcing 
Mrs. Marcos to cancel a planned 
visit to a Roman Catholic Church 
to give thanks. 

Vice-President Salvador 
Laurel, politically at odds with 
Mrs. Aquino, had earlier greeted 
Mrs. Marcos at tbe airport. Her 
son Ferdinand “Bongbong” Mar- 


Imeida Marcos 
cos Jr, who returned last week, 
presented her with a bunch of red 
roses. “ 

Excited foQowere shouted “Im- 
elda, Imelda, we love you” and 
carried streamers reading “Wel- 
come home, ma’am” as they 
lined foe streets to hail the return 
of foe ‘Iron butterfly” to the city 
she once ruled as governor. 

“My God, my God,” ex- 
claimed an awestruck and tearful 
Mrs. Marcos, driving past the 
screaming supporters in her bul- 
let-proof black van and blowing 
kisses at them. 

Ex-President Marcos died in 
exile in 1969. His wife opened his 
refrigerated coffin to run her fin- 
gers through his hair and bid brim 
farewell in Hawaii Sunday. 

She is formally accused of 70 
counts of tax evasion and corrup- 
tion but government officials 
have said they will wait for 48 
hours until serving an arrest war- 
rant. Her lawyer, Antonio 
Coronel, is expected to post bail 
amounting to just a few thousand 
dollars. 

Mrs. Marcos told reporters cm 
her plane foe wanted to meet 
Mrs. Aquino to make arrange- 
ments for her husband to be 
buried in his homeland. 

But Mrs. Aquino flatly re- 
jected the request for an audi- 
ence. “This person is really a 
liar... their propaganda style is 
the fag lie... the president has no 
time for her,” said Press Under- 
secretary Horado Paredes. 

Mrs. Aquino holds the Mar- 
coses responsible for the airport 
assassination of her husband, 
opposition leader Benigno 
Aquino, when he returned from 
exile in 1983. 

But she was forced to let Mrs. 
Marcos return because of a 
world-wide legal battle to recover 
the billions her government says 
the pair stole. 

Unless Mrs. Marcos is put on 
trial by December, the Swiss gov- 
ernment will unfreeze the cou- 
ple’s assets there and return them 
to her. 

On tiie flight from Hawaii, 
Mrs. Marcos alternated between 
tears and joy. Glitching a rosary 
while drinking champagne, she 
poured a second glass, declaring: 
“I am doubly lucky. This one’s 
for Ferdinand.” 


Strongman in southern 
Russia defies Yeltsin 


GROZNY, USSR (AP) — The 
ruler of a small Muslim enclave in 
southern Russia is stepping up his 
war of words with Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and mobilising 
armed volunteers to fight for in- 
dependence. 

Former Soviet Air Force Gen. 
Dzbokar Dudayev became the 
president of the Checbcn-Ingush 
Autonomous Republic in a dis- 


puted election last week, and says 
he will disobey Mr. Yeltsin’s call 
to hold legislative elections or a 
referendum in the region on Nov. 
17. 

“We will hold a referendum, 
but not on Yeltsin's schedule,” 
Gen. Dudayev said in an’ inter- 
view with the Associated Press 
last week in the autonomous re- 
public’s capital, Grozny. 


Philippines to discuss Burma’s return to constitutional rule 


BANGKOK (AP) — The Philip- 
pine foreign secretary said Mon- 
day he will viat Burma at the end 
of November to discuss bow the 
country’s military rulers can re- 
turn it to constitutional govern- 
ment. 

Foreign Ministry Rani Mangla- 
pus said he had wanted to go to 
Rangoon after attending a re- 
gional security conference that 
began Monday in Bangkok, but 
the trip had to be delayed. 

The Burmese “do not seem 
ready to receive me yet,” he said, 
adding they apparently were pre- 
paring for visits by other foreign 
ministers.. 

Military commanders seized 
power in Burma in September 
1988, and soldiers killed hun- 
dreds if not thousands of pro- 
democracy demonstrators. 

Tbe regime of Gen. Saw 
Manng has refused to relinquish 
power to tiie parties that trounced 
the military in 1990 elections. 
Instead, h has arrested dissidents 
and com m itted widespread hu- 
man rights abuses including tor- 
turing and executing detainees, 
according to Amnesty Interna- 
tional and many other sources. 

Mr. Manglapus had applied to 
visit- Burma as an emissary of the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). That group 
has rejected Western requests to 
pr essure tiie Burmese to bah hu- 


man rights abuses, but decided in 
July to send Mr. Manglapus to 
Rangoon to discuss human rights 
questions. 

However, Mr. Manglapus said 
Burmese authorities would 
accept him only as a representa- 
tive of the Philippines. 

ASEAN is an anti-Communist 
trade and security, group that 
includes foe Philippines with 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand. 

In a conversation with foe 
Associated Press Monday, Mr. 
Manglapus would not respond 
directly when asked if tbe pur- 
pose erf his trip was to talk about 
human rights. 

“Our interest is to establish 
closer co annunciation lines with 
that country in order to cooperate 
with it in all its efforts, including a 
return to constitutional govern- 
ment,” he said. 

“It cannot be denied that the 
situation there has attracted a lot 
of attention abroad, including the 
United Nations. Certainly we are 
eager to see whether there is 
some room for cooperation with 
foe Myanmar (Burmese) govern- 
ment in its moveslowards demo* 
cratisation,” he added. 

Thai Foreign Minister Asa 
Sarasin Monday repeated has gov- 
ernment’s stand that isolating 
Burma would not resolve the 
problem. 


Thailand is trying to tell Burma 
as a friend that “they’d better be 
aware that the world is against 
them,” Mr. Asa said. 

The plight of Burmese dissi- 
dents was highlighted dining the 
weekend with rumours in Bang- 
kok that pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, winner of the 
1991 Nobel Peace Prize, was criti- 
cally ill under house arrest in 
Rangoon. 

Diplomats and other sources 
said they bad- no evidence to 
support tiie rumour, which came 
from a little known rebel group in 
Burma. On Sunday, a Foreign 
Mnristry official in Rangoon cSs- 
missed it as a fabrication by West- 
ern media. 

Thailand’s ambassador to Bur- 
ma, Surapong Posayanond, said 
Monday that no diplomats or 
other independent Observers had 
seen Mrs. Suu Kyi for quite some 
time. 

When the latest rumour sur- 
faced, officials, of the Defence 
Service Intelligence told diplo- 
mats that Mrs. Suu Kyi was well, 
Surapong said in an interview at 
the Bangkok Security Confer- 
ence. 

“But we have no way, one way 
or the other, to confirm that she 
b well," he said# 

Diplomats in Rangoon have 
said they cannot confirm a state- 
ment last week from the Nobel 


Awards Committee in Norway 
that Mrs. Suu Kyi, 46, has been on a 
hanger strike to protest condi- 
tions of her arrest. She has been 
under house arrest since July 
1989. 

Meanwhile, the son of the de- 
tained Burmese opposition leader 
said in an interview published 
Monday he did not believe re- 
ports bis mother was seriously ill 
on hunger strike. 

“I don’t believe them,” Alex- 
ander Aris, 18, told the Norwe- 
gian daily Verdens Gang. “The 
rumours are not confirmed by a 
reliable source.” 

Mrs. Suu Kyi’s husband is a 
British aca d emic, Michael Axis. 

Tbe Burmese government said 
last Friday that Mrs. Suu Kyi was 
critically Ul after starting a fast on 
Oct. 25 when she was refused 
permission to see a United Na- 
tions human rights investigator. 

Alexander Aris said during a 
Writ to tire western Norwegian 
city of Bergen: “My mother is 
strong and will manage her bouse 
arrest.” 

He said he had not seen his 
mother since 1989, and had. had 
no letters since last year.: 

Tbe Norwegian Nobel Institute 
said Friday that Mis. Suu Kyi bad 
learned erf her prize — a gold 
medal, a diploma and a cheque 
for about a million — and was 
“delighted at tire news.” 










Rocard to divorce 
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PARIS (R) — Presidential bo* 
fol Michel Rocard broke one . 

Fiance’s longest-established phi i a 

tical taboos Monday when he tnl^ 
a magazine interviewer he 
about to divorce. In contrast V' p f 
the United States, where po& 
dans’ careers have been brokdf/U» v * 
by press scrutiny of their privatr ^ 

Jives, there is tacit agreemeu A Wt t * j. i 
between France’s press anq A l**** 
politicians to keep ^ ~ ' " 


the 


iS' 


under wraps. “We are lucky 


to be victims of the America. for ■*; 
press syndrome where the private, -jv::* : 
lives of public figures are spreads-* 31 
all over the front pages," MrArf 4 s 1 

Rocard told tbe weddv 




Rocard 

magazi 


told the weekly news^ 
Point. “I bust ih? 


_ bust the, 

French press not to go overboard. r-'- 
about this (his impending di-^ t?i£’ 
vorce),” said Mr. Rocard. a?sd£ l 

prime minister fr/W i 


ministerfroffl’^J 
this year. He ? 

for nmridonr — d, ‘, rj 


Socialist 
1988 until earlier 

expected to stand for president in T^ ^ 


1995. Mr. Rocard, 61, said of the '.* ns - 

vP 1 , 1* 


end up of his marriage to fas wife yj 
Michele: “The break-up of a are-ugtftf ^ t-- 
ple is always a drama. But if you ' ^ " 

want to re main honest and have ; 

been married to a great lady as 5 ’ "j." 

was, a dear break is tire . roost Li . 

loyal of solutions." Mfchde Easier 4 i?srj- 
Rocard was closely involved in ^oaS^’- ,:i 
her husband’s career. je?***: w :cr ' 

Master faker ‘has 
fooled’ the art world 
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LONDON (R) — A British artist 
claimed in a book published a 
Monday to have sold more than '■ 

1,000 fake old masters and de- 


scribed some tricks of fas trade — ^ : .. 

ink made with iron filings for 3 
Poussin and school crayons for a V ---■ 
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Hockney. One way or another, 

57-year-old Eric Hebbom is a 
skilled hoaxer. His claims to fc^ve 
produced a fc-u a week for more . ^ c 

than 30 years have sown nsgghng 
doubts in the art world about 
some of the works attributed to 
famous artists. He has the 
credentials for a master faker, 
having been trained at Britain's 
prestigious Royal Academy and 
elected to the Royal Society of 
British Artists in his own tight. 

Mr. Hebbom lays daim to a hnge 
body of work indudug80 Augus- 
tus Johns, 37 Ostiglionis and 
drawings accepted as foe work of 
Degas, Picasso and Breughel In 
hk book, Drawn To Trouble — The 
Forging Of An Artist, he says it is 
easy with firelight equipment to 
produce art which copies tire style — ; — 
of foe master painters so dosdy 3$^ visit 
that ait dealers think it is tbeTeal 
tiring. But the expats are not V® 
convinced. The Royal Museum of 
Fine Aits in Copenhagen" has 
refused to accept bk claim to 
have produced a drawing 
accepted as th* .,ork of the Ita- 
lian artist Piranesi. Police have 
not so far been called in and Mr. 

Hebbom says he does not expect 
to be prosecuted because the 
attributions were made by ’ex- 
perts,’ not himself. ' 
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Orphaned bear 
heads for new home 
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JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — An 
orphaned bem cub tint wandered 
into a hospital enretsracy room 
and charmed the staff is headed ^ qJ^ 
for a new home. The cub, nick- M Iifes 
named Bartlett by tire staff at ^aguBaii*,' : 
Bartlett Memorial Hospital, will two states 
be flown to Bear Granny USA, a ^focner Preriri- 
drive-through wild animal park u, 1 

near Rapid City- The under- 1 

nourished, 20-pound (9-kUqg- 
ramme) black bear cab pushed 
open the emergency room door 
and lumbered inside Oct '19 to 
the astonishment of patients and 
tire staff. A state Wotogirt tixra- 
quilised the bear and care d for 
the animal at home. The hospital 
adopted the cub as a mascot for 
children, and an artist will draw a* 
cartoon about the bear's visit for 
use in cheering dp young, pa- 


J^-OSc 


^African ag 
^«3lpeacs t 


treats. “Our people see so much 
unhappiness r r the normal course 
of taking care of people. 


sometimg like tins catches you 
unaware and captured your 
heart,” said hospital spokesman 
Anne Schultz. 


Kenyan casanova 
fined a bull, aram 
and two goats 

NAIROBI (R) —A man in a 
remote Kenyan village was w. 
ordered to hand over a bull, a g- 
ram and two he-goets in., com- 
pen&asion for makfog love to all a 
tire women in his father-in-law’s ” S, ju. 
household, the daily Nation re- 1 

ported. The newspaper said the 
outraged father-in-law urged that 
the “young casanova” be cas- 
trated but a tribunal of dan elders 
in tire eastern village erf Ntum- 
bura rejected tire demand. In- 
stead, foe unnamed lover had-to 
pay over a bofi for making kwe to — v 

his mother-in-law, a ram f or 
going to bed with his brother-in- TO. & **5 
law’s wife and a WBy coat for Nfa S, 

! deflowering each of his £alhcr*in- 
law’s two uzunamed daughters. 
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